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1 
PREFACE. 


H E following addreſs was firſt made 
= to a particular ſociety of Proteſtant 
Diſſenters ; but, as the occaſion of it is by 
no means particular, it was thought there 
would be a propriety in making it more 
general by publication. The Proteſtant 
Diſſenters, of all denominations, have 
certainly diſtinguiſhed themſelves by the 
noble oppoſition they have made to the 
progrels of ſuperſtition, in a great variety 
of forms; but, like all other reformers 
from popery, they have ſtopped too ſoon. 
Like other reformers alſo, they have 
departed too far from the principles on 
A 2 Which 
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which they ſet out; and, inſtead of pro- 
moting the cauſe in which they ſo boldly 
embarked, they have rather damped that 
ſpirit which their own generous example 
could not fail to inſpire. Nay, without 
conſidering the ſhconfiſtency of their 
condutt, they have, in a great meaſure, 
denied their poſterity the uſe. of the ne- 
ceſfary means of farther reformation, by 
reſtricting that freedom of inquiry, for 
which they had been ſuch ſtrenuous advo- 
cates, when it anſwered their own purpoſe. 


The views of man are always confined; 
and when our limited and partial ends are 
gained, we often can concerve no farther 
uſe of the means which were neceſſary to 
gain them. When a law, rule, or maxim 
of any kind favours ourſelves, we can 
eaſily enter into the reaſons of it, and 
readily approve it; but when that is no 
longer the caſe, and our adverſary begins 
to avail himſelf of it, we wiſh the law ab- 
rogated; and, in that ſtate, of mind, can 
generally find reaſons enow why it ſhould 
be lo. P 4 5 
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Thoſe great men who began the re- 
formation from popery, and thoſe great 
men, alſo, who would have carried it 
farther than the imperſect ſtate to which 
it has been brought in the church of 
England, were, each of them, fully ſen- 
ſible of certain abuſes, but of a certain 
number only. Indeed it would have been 
miraculous if, educated as they were, they 
could have been. ſenſible of them all. 
We, who think we can improve upon 
their plan, have our ne plus ultra ſome- 
where. Thoſe reformers, therefore, of 
courſe, fancied that, were thoſe particular 
abuſes reftified, every thing would be 
right; and every advance farther than 
their own ideas of perfection, muſt have ap- 
peared to them as really an errour and an 
abuſe, as thoſe which they had reformed: 
and it is certain that, in all caſes, there 
are two extremes for one juſt medium. 
It is, likewiſe, true, that the ardour of re- 
formation may juſtly be ſuppoſed to carry 
men too far, and that mankind do fre- 
quently paſs from one extreme to the op- 
poſite. Thoſe reformers, therefore, having 
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gained every thing they thought deſirable, 
had the ſame motives to oppoſe all farther 
reformation, which the perſons they diſ- 
ſented from had to oppole them ; and- 
being now in the ſame ſituation, they 

- would naturally adopt their maxims; in 

+ order, like them, to diſcourage all inno- 
vations. 


This may ſerve as an apology ſor the 
conduct of thoſe great worthies, whoſe 
labours and whoſe riſques we now enjoy, 
and whoſe human infirmities we ought, 
therefore, to bear with. But the ſame in- 
dulgence cannot be claimed by their ſuc- 
ceſſors, men who have no extraordinary 
merit to plead for it ; but who, with the 
common herd of mankind, are content to 
be juſt as wiſe as their parents and in- 
ſtructors were before them. Theſe are no 
more to us than the heads of the church, 
immediately before the reformation, were 
to the firſt reformers. Theſe acquieſce in a 
ſyſtem handed down from their anceſtors; 
we think we can improve upon that ſy- 
ſtem: and there is no argument which 


they 
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they can alledge againſt -our attempts to 
improve upon it, but what hath been 
long ago urged againſt the ſimilar attempts 
of thoſe very perſons, on whole authority 
they themſelves build their faith; perſons 
withwhom thoſe arguments had no manner 
of weight, and whom, for that very reaſon, 
they, as proteſtants, profeſs to applaud. 


In whatever reſpects we may perceive 
that the ſyſtem i in which we have been edu- 
cated retains any tincture of the errours 
and ſuperſtitions of popery, and deviates 
from the genuine ſimplicity of the goſpel, 
let us ſhow the vigour and ſpirit of our 
anceſtors in reforming it. Like them, let 
us ſhow that we allo can think for our- 
ſelves ; and with the ſame freedom, and 
zeal for the common cauſe, let us endea- 
vour to enlighten the minds of others. 
Let us treat every ſubject of religion as 
we would do thoſe of philolophy. When- 
ever any opinion 1s freely canvaſled in 
open day-light, it will be ealy to ſee on 
which {ide the truth lies; and may the 
truth equally prevail againſt a blind attach- 
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ment to old opinions on the one hand, and 
as unjuſtifiable a fondneſs for innovation 
on the other. 


JI To me, Icannot help ſaying, it appears, 
that the preſent ſtate of chriſtianity is ra- 
ther critical, and very much requires to be 
looked into by all its real friends and 
ſincere advocates. Men of good ſenſe, 
and of cultivated minds in other reſpetts, 
cannot but be aware of many things which 
are evidently abſurd in the prevailing te- 
nets of the far greater part of chriſtians ; 
and while no real friend of chriſtianity has 
the courage to ſhow them, that the things 
they diſlike and object to, do not belong 
to that religion, it can be no wonder that 
they conceive a prejudice againſt the whole 
ſcheme, and become ſecret, if not open and 
avowed infidels. That this is the caſe at 
this day, not with the unthinking and the 
profligate only, but with many perſons of 
reading, of reflection, and of the moſt ir- 

reproachable conduct in life, is well known. 
It is allo apparent, that the number of 
ſuch perſons is daily increaſing; and unleſs 
ſome 
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ſome remedy be applied to the grow ing 
evil, we ſhall, in time, be in the condition 
of our neighbours the Papiſts, with whom . 
the thinking men, in the church as well as 
among the laity, are generally infidels, and 
all the unthinking are bigots. 


Let us, then, fit down to a ſerious and 
impartial examination of the objections of 
deiſts to chriſtianity, and by no means 
treat them with that contempt and inſo- 
lence which they have too often met with, 
and which they are very far from deſerving. - 
But before we attempt the vindication of 
any thing, let us firſt conſider, whether we 
have any occaſion to vindicate it at all; 
that 1s, whether 1t really belong to our 
religion; or whether it have only been 
generally ſuppoſed to belong to it. For 
ſome of our defenders of chriſtianity, in 
conſequence of attempting too much, ap- 
pear to me to have done nothing. It will 
be in vain to offer any vindication of our 
religion, till it be cleared of ſuch incum- 
brances as would render any ſcheme in- 
defenſible: and I am rather apprehenſive, 
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that the prejudices of the bulk of chriſtians, 
of Proteſtants, and even of the Proteſtant 
Diſſenters, in favour of vulgar errours, are 
ſo ſtrong, that the times are not yet quite 
ripe for a-completely rational defence of 
chriſtianity. 


It will en be perceived, that theſe 
reflections were not ſuggeſted by the ſub- 
ject of the following ſhort treatiſe only. 
I own I had farther views. But in this 
inſtance I would willingly give an example 
of what, I apprehend, would be the moſt 
advantageous and ſucceſsful} manner of 
treating prejudices of long ſtanding; which 
is, firſt, to exhibit the genuine ſcripture 
doctrine upon the ſubject, and then to 
trace the corruptions of it in an hiſtorical 
manner; accounting for them as well as 
we can, and aſſigning the reaſons for the 
preſent prevailing opinions. I am per- 
ſuaded there are perſons enow, who, if 
they were properly encouraged, would be 
ready to purſue ſuch a plan as this, with 
reſpect to ſeveral important articles, 


I, 
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It is the more to our purpoſe to-begin 
with this ſubject of the Lord's ſupper, as 
it affords a ſtriking inſtance of the very 
great ſtreſs which the generality of ſerious 
chriſtians may lay upon an opinion, or a 
practice, which has clearly no manner of 
foundation 1n the goſpel itſelf, but 1s moſt 
evidently a corruption of it. Let it not, 
therefore; be taken for granted, that every 
thing muſt be a part of chriſtianity, which 
is very generally, and moſt firmly believed 
to be ſo, and which is even conſidered as 
of che utmoſt importance in the ſcheme. 


It is from no low party prejudices, that 
I think there is more to be expected from 
Diſſenters, and diſſenting miniſters, than 
from clergymen of the church of England, 
in diſquiſitions of this kind. They may, in- 
deed, ſuggeſt improvements, but we only 
have it in our power to carry them into 
execution. Where a great number of 
perſons are ſo joined together, that they 
muſt act in concert, and every individual 
muſt wait the motions of the whole body, 
the work of reformation muſt neceſſarily 


. 


world may juſtly expect from us. 
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go on very ſlowly, if it be not totally ob- 


ſtructed; but the progreſs of it may be 


very rapid, where, as with us, every ſingle 
ſociety may improve their ſentiments and 
diſcipline as much as they pleaſe, without 
troubling themſelves, in the leaſt, about 


the opinions or practices of others. Hav- 


ing ſubſcribed to no articles of faith, which 
we either openly reject, or artfully explain 


away, ve cannot be charged with incon- 


fiſtency or prevarication, when we call in 
queſtion received opinions; and, enjoying 


no emolument or advantage of any kind, 


as the price of ſubſcription, there is no 


ſhadow of a claim upon us to refund or 
relinquiſh any thing, when we renounce 
whatever we apprehend to be an errour ; 
fo long as we profeſs the chriſtian religion, 
according as we underſtand it, which 1s 
all that our ſocieties expect from us. It 
is readily acknowledged, that there are 
many things unfavourable in our ſituation; 
but let us, for that reaſon, make the moſt 
of what is favourable in it, and exert our- 
ſelves, in proportion to what God and the 
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I do not pretend to ſay, that there is 
any thing materially new in the ſentiments 
of this treatiſe, or very different from the 
opinion of the excellent brſhop Hoadleyon 
the ſubject ; but the manner of treating it 
may have ſome advantage; and, confider- 
ing the preſent prevailing opinions and 
practices relating to it, it is apparent, that 
another call of men's attention to this ſub- 
ject is not ſuperfluous, and that enough 
has not yet been ſaid upon it. The only 
advantage of any other nature that I can 
pretend to have over the good biſhop is, 
that my circumſtances do not oblige me to 
embarraſs my plain account of this inſtitu- 
tion, by an attempt to accommodate it 
to an eſtabliſned mode of adminiſtration, 
that is, throughout, evidently founded on 
chat very different and ſuperſtitious idea of 
it, which I am profeſſedly combating. 


The quotations I have had occaſion to 
make from the Fathers are copied, with 
little or no variation, from Dr. King's 
Conſtitution of the Primitive Church ; and 
therefore I have not made any reference 
ts 
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to their own works, as I ſhould have done, 

if T had examined them, or pretended to 
examine them myſelf. 
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A 
Free Addreſs, Sc. 
My Chriſtuan Brethren, 


Obewing that very few, in propor- 
tion to the largeneſs of many of our 
ſocieties, attend the Lord's ſupper, I 
cannot help thinking that the neglect is 
owing to ſome general miſtake concerning 
the proper nature and deſign of the inſtitu- 
tion; and I am willing to hope, that a 
plain and ſerious addreſs on the ſubject, 
may be a means of correcting the miſtake, 
and induce you to reform this practice. I 
beg, therefore, your candid attention, 
while, with no more freedom than one 
chriſtian may always take with another, I 
endeavour to obviate the prejudices you 
lr may 
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may poſſibly have entertained relating to 
this ſubject. And I rejoice, that many of 
the ſocieties to whom I am addreſſing my- 

ſelf, have diſtinguiſhed themſelves by their 
generous freedom in inquiring into the 
abuſes and corruptions which have crept 
into chriſtianity, and by encouraging their 
miniſters to ſhow them the way in ſuch 
neceſſary examinations. 


Without any farther introduction, I ſhall 
briefly lay before you an account of the 
nature and deſign of the Lord's ſupper, as 
it may be collected from the evangeliſts, 
and from St. Paul; and, after this, I ſhall 
point out ſome of the groſs abuſes which 
have been introduced into this inſtitution ; 
and, at the ſame time, give you the beſt 
account I can collect of the cauſes and 
manner of their introduction. 


SECTION 
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SECTION I. 


Of the nature and defign of the Lord's 
Supper. 


6 give you the more entire ſatisfaction 

upon this ſubject, I ſhall fairly recite 
to you every thing that I find in the New 
Teſtament relating to it, even with the re- 
petitions of the different evangeliſts, This 
will not take up much room, and as I ſhall, 
alſo, endeavour to take in every other con- 
ſideration that can throw light upon the 
ſubject, you will by this means ſee, that 
nothing is overlooked or concealed from 
you. 


Matthew, the firſt of the evangeliſts, 
and who was an eye-witneſs of what he re- 
lates, ſays, ch. xxvi, ver. 26, that as our 
Saviour and his apoſtles were eating the 
laſt paſſover, Jeſus took bread, and bleſſed 
it, and brake it, and gave it to has diſciples ; 
ſaying, Take, eat + this is my body. And 
he took the cup, and gave thanks, and gave 
it to them; ſaying, Drink ye all of it ; for 
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this ꝛs my blood of the New Teſtament, which 
2s Jhed for many, for the remiſſion of fins. 
2. . Let this wine bring to your remem- 
brance my death and ſufferings. As this 
event completes the ſcheme by which ſin- 
ſul men are to be reformed, and reſtored - 
to the divine favour; my blood may be 
faid, (in alluſion tothe ſacrifices under the 
law, to be ſhed for the remiſſion of fins. 
But I fay unto you, I will ot drink hence: 
forth of the fruit of the vine, until that day 
when, I drink tt new with you in my Tu- 
tiers kingdom.. And when they had ſung 
an hymn, they went out into the mount of 
2 bi O 


Mark, who was not an eye-witneſs, but 
had his relation from thoſe who were pre- 
ſent at the tranſaction; though, it is pro- 
bable, he had not ſeen the goſpel of Mat- 
thew®, yet gives an account of this inſti- 
tution, which is, very nearly, the ſame 
* bis chapter xiv, verſe 22. TR as 


* When the firſt edition-of this creatiſe was e 1 
had not ſeen Dr. Lardner's Wor, Af the writers 4. #hc ow 
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they did eat, Je oſus ook bread, and bleſſed, 
und brake it, and gave to hn" and ſaid, 
Take, eat: this is my body. And he took . 
the cup, when he had given thanks, and 
gave it to them; and they all drank of it. 
And he ſaid unto them, This is my blood of 
the New Teſtament which is ſhed for many: 
Verily I ay unto you, I will drink no more 
of the fruit of the vine, until that day that 
I drink it new in the kingdom of God. 
And when they had ſung an hymn they went 
out into the mount of Oltves. 


Had we had no other accounts of the 
Lord's ſupper than theſe two, we could 
not poſſible have inferred, that there was | 
any religious inſtitution intended. Tt 
would have appeared to have been a thing 
that was tranſacted between our Saviour 
and his apoſtles, previous to his death, 
but by no means to have been any thing 
that was to be repeated, even by them, 
much leſs by us, and all other chriſtians 
10 the end of the world. 


* * 
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The account of Luke, who alſo had his 
relation from others, advances one ſtep 
farther, chap. xxl, ver. 14. And when 
the hour was come he fat down, and the 
twelve apoſtles with him. And he ſuid unto 
them, With defire I have defired to eat this 


paſfſover with you before I ſuffer. For IT 
fay unto you, I will not any more eat 


thereof, until it be fulfilled in the kingdom 
of God. And he took the cup, and gave 
thanks, and ſaid, Take this, and divide it 
among yourſelves ; for I ſay unto you, 1 
ꝛ0¹⁰/ not drink of the fruit of the vine, un- 
til the kingdom of God ſhalt come. And he 
took bread, and gave thanks, and brake it, 

and gave it to them; ſaying, This is my bo- 
dy, which ts given for you: this do, in re- 
membrance of me. Likewiſe alſo the cup, 
after ſupper, /a aying, This cup is the New 
Teſtament in my m"—_ which ts ſhed for 
Hou. 


In this account we find an injunction to 
the apoſtles, at leaſt, to repeat this rite. 
Our Lord ſays, This do in remembrance of 
me; and doing it that once only, and in 
his 
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His preſence, could not be ſaid to be i in re 
membrance of him. 


In the book of AQs, ch. ii, ver. 46, we 
have the firſt hint, that receiving the Lord's 
ſupper was a practice in the chriſtian 
church. It is there ſaid, that, after the 
day of pentecolt, the diſciples continued 
daily with one accord in the temple ; and 
breaking bread from ſiouſe to houſe, did eat, 
their meat with gladneſs and finglenefs 
of heart, But as the account of eating 
their meat is connected with that of their 
breaking bread, we are not quite ſure that 
the 8 ſupper i is referred to in this 


paſſage. 


Laſtly, it is in the writings of St. Paul 
that we firſt diſtinctly find, that the cele- 
bration of the Lord's ſupper was an eſta» 
bliſhed rite in the chriſtian church; that 
it was not confined to the apoſtles, or the 
apoſtolic age ; but was to be continued 
till Chriſt's ſecond coming. St. Paulfeems 
to have had his relation from our Lord 
hunſelf in viſion, and he was led to treat 
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of the inſlitution by ſome groſs abuſes 
which had crept into the manner of cele- 
brating it; and therefore he is the more 
egen! in his account of it. 


— 


But the fir: mention St. Paul makes of 
| this inſtitution, 1s with a view to ſhew an 

inconſiflency ; in the conduct of ſome pri- | 
mitive chriſtians ; who, at the ſame timo 
that they joined in che celebration of it, 

made no ſcruple of partaking of the feaſts 
which accompanied __ heathen ſacrifices ; 
the partaking of the Lord's ſupper being a 
declaration of their being chriſtians, and 
the other of their being heathens," 1 Cot. 

x. 14. Wherefore, my dearly beloved, flee 
from idolatry. The cup, of ole Meng whach we 
bleſs, is it nat the communion of the blood of 
C hg? The bread which we break, is it not 
the eommunzon of the "body of Chriſt? for we, 
being many, are one bread. and one body; 

for we are alt partaRers of that one h ead. 

The inge which the Gentiles facrifice, "they 
 farrifice to devils, ani not to God; and'1 
would not that ye fhroutd have fellowſinh | 


with acoils. Ve eur drink the ep of 
{le 
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the Lord, and the cub of idevits 2 ye cannot 
partake of tlie Lord's table, and tlie table of 
devils. The whole meaning of this paſ- 
lage, therefore, is, that joining in idola- 
trous worſhip is the ſame, 3 re- 
ene n zuclinflib' * uod 
But eus 1 wag E — ee 
account which St. Paul gives of the Lord's 
ſupper, was; deſigned-t correct a grols 
miſtake, and prepoltergys practice, of the 
Greeks at Corinth relating to this ordi- 
nance. As, this rite, couſiſted of eating 
and drinking in remembrange,,'or in ho- 
nour of Chriſt, the Corinthians ſcem to 
have taken it. to have been ſomething like 
honour. of thei former: rl , On which 
eres it Was uſual to eat and drink to 
exceſs, ,, For it muſt be obſerved, that all 
the feaſls of the Greeks and Romans were 
in honourof their gods, and of a religious 
nature. Exen ſtage plays were an appen- 
dage:ta.the feaſts of Bacchus. No the 
Greeks, notwithſtanding they. termed all 
0 reſt of the world barbarians, kney nor 
B 4 thing | 
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thing of the politeneſs and good manners 
of modern times. It is well known, that 
they ſeldom; made their ſocial entertain- 
ments at a common expence, on account 
of the quarrels they were apt to fall into 
about the diſtribution of the victuals; but 
moſt commonly met in ſome public room, 

whather every man brought his own pro- 
viſion; and, all eating ſeparately, they 
might converſe together, but could have 
no pretence for quarrelling with any body. 
It is alſo well known, that the Corinthians 
were, of all the Greeks, the moſt remark- 
able for their luxury and effeminacy ; and 
it ſeems that, in this manner of holding 
their common entertainments, they cele- 
brated the Lord's Tapper as St. Paul ob- 
ſerves, 1 Cor. xi. 20. When ye come to- 
gether, therefore, into one place, thas is not 
to eat the Lord's ſupper : for, in eating, 
every one taketh before another (that is, be- 
fore the reſt be come) is ozon /upper, and 
onets hungry and another 15 drunker, What, 
have ye not houſes to eat and to drink un? 
or deſpiſe ye the church of God, and ſhame 
thent that have none? What ſhall T ſay to 


you ? 
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you? ſhall 1 praiſe you for this? I praiſe 
you not. For I have received of the Lord 
that whach I alſo delivered unto you; that 
the Lord Feſus, the ſame night in whach he 
rds betrayed, took bread; and when he had 
given thanks, he brake it, and ſaid, Take, 
cat; this 1s my body, which is broken for 
you; thus do inremembrance of me. After 
{lhe ſame manner alſo he took the cup, when 
le had Wee ſaying, This cup is the New 
Teſtament in my blood, this do ye, as oft as 
ve drinkat, in emembrance of me. For as 
often as ye. eat this bread, and drink this 
cup, ye do ſhew- forth the Lord's death till 
he come. Wherefore, whoſoever ſhall eat this 
bread, and drink thts cup of the Lord un- 
worthaly (that is, in the ſcandalous manner 
in which the Corinthians did it), all be 
guilty, of the body and blood of the Lord. 
That is, they are guilty of abuſing and 
prophaning this ordinance, and the bread 
and wine in it, which repreſent the body 
and blood of Chriſt. But let a man exas 
mine ham/elf,, that is, let him examine his 
real views and motives, and conſider that 
he comes to this ſupper as to a remem- 

' brance 


55 A PLAIN ACCOUNT or 


brance of Chriſt; and not as to a common 
fealt, and ho let him eat of this bread and 
urin] of this cub. For he that eateth and 
arimketh untworl/ely, eateth and arinketh 
damnation-(or, as it ought to have been 
rendered, judrment) to himſelf; that is, he 
is guilty of a practice, which, if he reflect, 
he cannot but condemn as wrong and 
prepollerous, not diſcerning the Lord's bo- 
dy: not diſtinguiſhing the Lord's ſupper 
from” a common feaſt. For this” cauſe 
many are rat ant 'fekly among ou, and 
many fleep + "that 48, for this reaſon God 

viſited them with extraordinary” ſiekneſs, 
which ſometimes terminated lin- dent., 
But even this judgment, for fo Ncandalous 
an enormity; was only a fatherly chaftiſe- 
ment of Goch, in order” to Mev this 
abuſe. They were not onde mne ever- 
tiftingly for it; for the A poltle adds, but 
en we are "judged, we "art cha} itened of 
the Lord, thut We ſrould no WE Mea 
with the wortd." He Sat His admo- 
mition with 010 advice! gore, my 
brethren, when” ve come topether to eat, 
tary one for another ; ah if any man 
* ſuunger, 
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| hunger, let him eat at kome ; that ye comb 


not together unto condemnation ; wind he 
veſt will 1 Jet i in . when 7 come. * 


15 8 1 


1 the cenſure that St. Paul — * upon 
ee communicants, would obſerve 
by the way, relates wholly to ſuch a man- 
ner of receiving this ordinance, as is no 
where practiſed at this day in any chriſtian 
country. His cenſures, therefore, are evi- 
dently ſuch as no n day can 
you apply" to parame rod ts ic 
JENS Ir aft hi 2905 1 

You na now; my denen. ſeen all 
tha the ſeriptures ſay concerning chis rite 
of the Lord's ſupper. Ho little is it, in 
compariſon of What men have made of it 


Cuſtoms, or ſtated actions in memory of 
remarkable occurrences, have prevailed in 
all, ages, and in all nations of che world. 
It is a diclate af: nature, in order to keep 
alive a joyful remembrance of intereſting 
events, The Divine Being himſelf gave 
countenance to it on ſeveral occaſions in 
the courle of the Jewiſh luſtory ; particu- 

larly 
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larly by the appointment of the feaſt of 
the paſſover, in commemoration of the 
deliverance of the children of Iſrael from 
the deſtruction that came upon the Egyp- 
trans,” Now; it was during the celebra- 
tion of this very feaſt, and perhaps in al- 
luſion to it (tho we have no particular 
authority for this) that Chriſt appointed 
his diſeiples to eat bread and drink wine 
m remembrance of him; probably, chu- 
fng this moſt natural, chearful, and ſocial 
of all human actions, as a fit emblem of 
the chearful and benevolent nature of his 
religion ; and perhaps too, not without a 
view to his being recollected whenever, 
upon other occafions,” we eat bread and 
drinkwine; that ſo a grateful remembrance 
ol the greateſt benefactor of the human 
race, might be connected with the moſt 
common and familiar actions of our lives, 
and thereby habitually influence our 
ihoughts and converſation. Alas! how 
has this eaſy and chearful inſtitution de 
debaſed 27 en ke * 
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If, at the cloſe of this repreſentation, I 
be aſked, What is the Lord's ſupper I 
anſwer, It is a ſolemn, but chearful nite; 
in remembrance of Chriſt, and of what he 
has done and ſuffered for the benefit of 
mankind. Like other cuſtoms, which 
ſtand as records of paſt events, it preſerves 
the memory of the moſt important of all 
tranſactions to the end of the world, even 
till Chriſt's ſecond coming. Cuſtoms are, 
in many caſes, the moſt uſeful records of 
events, as they keep alive the remembrance 
of them in the minds of all perſons con- 
cerned in them. This cuſtom of cele- 
brating the Lord's ſupper may, therefore, 
be conſidered as a proof of the moſt im- 
portant facts relating to chriſtianity. If 
they be not true, how could this cuſtom 
have ariſen? Nay, this cuſtom 1s the only 
record, that Chriſt expreſsly appointed, of 
his death and ſufferings. We no where 
find that he gave any orders to his diſciples. 
to write his life, and he wrote nothing 
himſelf. Thefe hiſtories, however, though 
not expreſsly enjoined, were provided for 
us in the common courſe of Divine Provi- 
| _ dence 7 3 
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dence; and very thankful ought we to be 
for them; ſince, without written, hiſtories, 
cuſtoms are apt to be perverted, and to de- 
ne from their original deſign,” 


II I be alked, 4 Is 5 advantage of 
celebrating this rite; I anſwer, It is of the 
| fame nature as that which reſults from re- 

peating any cuſtom, in commemoration of 
any other important event ; of the ſame 
nature with the celebration of the paſſover, 
for inſtance; amongthe Jews. It tends to 
perpetuate the memory of the tranſaction 
recorded by it, and to cheriſh a grateful 
and joyful ſenſe of it. In this caſe, the 
cuſtom tends to perpetuate the memory of 
the death of Chriſt, and to cheriſh our ve- 
neration and love for him. It inflames our 
.gratitude to ſo great a benefactor, and, 
conſequently, our zeal, to fulfil all his 


commands. 


wy The celebration of the Lord's ſupper 
being, more eſpecially, a commemoration 
of his death, it ſerves to remind us that 


ve are the Ds of a crucified maſter, 
and 


LI 
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and is therefore'a means of fortiſying our 
minds, and preparing them for every de- 
gree of hardſhip and perſecution to which 
we may be expoled in the profeſſion of 
chriſtianity. It reminds us that we are 
not of this world, even as our Lord was 
not of it, and ( /ervants not being greater 
than their Lord) that we have no right to 
expect better treatment from the world 
than he met with from it. By this means 
it ſerves to keep up in our minds a con- 
ſtant view to the great object and end of 
our chriſtian profeſſion, viz. the cxhedla- 
lion of a future life, and to cheriſh the 
mortification to the world, and that hea- 
venlymindedneſs, which are eminently 
uſeful in fitting us for it. 


On theſe occaſions then, more eſpe- 
cially, let us rèflect, that if, in the hour 
of temptation, we deny Chriſt, ke a. al/o 
deny us; that if in circumſtances. of re- 
proach, we be a{harffed either of the pro- 
feſſion of his goſpel, or of that ſtrictneſs 
and propriety of conduct to which it ob- 


liges us, he ye will be aſhamed of. us in 
3 that 
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that great day when he ſhall come in his 
oon glory, in that of has father, and of his 
holy angels; but that if we ſteadily and 
uniformly confeſs him before men, by an 
unblamable life and converſation, and by 
proper fortitude in bearing the trials to 
which we may he expoſed for the ſake of 
his truth, and of a good conſcience, he 
alſo will confeſs us before his heavenly fa- 
ther, and the holy angels; ſo that if we ſuf- 
fer with him, we ſhall alſo ragn with him, 
and be glorified together. 


Laſtly, the celebration of the Lord's 
ſupper being the joint action of ſeveral 
perſons, it ſtrengthens our affection to the 
common cauſe, to one another, and to all 
who are engaged in it. If you expect 
more than this, with reſpect to yourſelves 
or others, your expectations are unreaſon- 
able, enthuſiaſtical, and ſure to be diſap- 
pointed. F 

IfT be aſked, by whom this rite muſt be 
celebrated; I anſwer, by all profeſſing 
chriſtians, who are arrived at years of diſ- 

cretion, 
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erection, and whoſe lives are ſuch as give 
no Juſt reaſon to queſtion their ſincerity. 
In nothing that I have read to you, (and 
I have read to you every thing that re- 
lates to it in the New Teſtament) can you 
find any other qualification required; and 
therefore, what right have chriſtians at 
this day to inſiſt upon any other? The 
utmoſt that can fairly be inferred, by any 
juſt conſequence from the nature of this 
ordinance is, that, ſince the cuſtom is pe- 
culiar to chriſtians, it may be conſidered 
as an open declaration of a man's chriſtia- 
nity. The language of it will then be 
this ; By joining in thus ſolemn. action in re- 
membranceof Chriſt, I declare my/elf a chri/- 
tran, and reſolve, by the grace of God, to live 
and die as becomes a chriſtian ; for a reſo- 
lution to behave as becomes a chriſtian, is 
the neceſſary conſequence of an honeſt 
man's declaring himſelf to be one. A 
previous declaration of a man's being 
a chriſtian, made either to the miniſter, 
or to the congregation, is by no means 
neceſſary, but may be expedient, with re- 

C | ſpect 
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ſpet to thoſe perſons who may be ſuſ- 
pected of a deſign to impoſe upon them. 
Were the nature of the inſtitution univer- 
ſally underſtood, and no impoſition in- 
tended, this action itſelf would be the de- 
_ Claration, and a more ſignificant and ſo- 
lemn one than any other. 


It is not, my brethren, a declaration of 
any extraordinary degree of ſanctity that 
you make when you attend the Lord's ſup- 
per. It is profeſſing no more than you do 
whenever you ſay you are chriſtians. At 
the moſt, it is only a more ſolemn declara- 
tion of the ſame thing. If other perſons, who 
have entertained different notions of the 
Lord's ſupper, will imagine that you pro- 
fels more, you are not anſwerable for their 
ſuperſtition. But, let me ſeriouſly admo- 
niſh you, that you are anſwerable for your 
own: and one of the moſt effectual me- 
thods of curing ſuperſtition in others, is to 
ſhow that we are not influenced by it our- 
felves. While men of known ſenſe and 
underſtanding, and, at the ſame tume, men 


of 
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of uprightneſs and integrity, refrain from 
the Lord's ſupper, the common people 
will imagine, that thoſe men of ſenſe have 
a very high idea of the ſanctity of this or- 
dinance, that they do not think themſelves 
good enough to come to it, and therefore 
dare not do it. Let your practice, my 
brethren, ſatisfy all ſuch perſons that they 
are miſtaken. This may make them be- 
gin to reflect, and help them to diſcover 
their own miſtakes about it : otherwiſe you 
are guilty of confirming the ſuperſtition of 
numbers; who, by a contrary conduct of 
yours, might come to think more ration- 
ally, firſt in this, and afterwards in other 
things too. 


Let it be conſidered alſo, that the only 
opinion which is declared by receiving the 
Lord's ſupper is, that Chriſt is a teacher 
ſent from God ; or rather, it is a profeſſion 
of a man's being ſimply a chriſtian, and 
not of his attachment to any particular 
ſe& or denomination of chriſtians. There 
could, therefore, be no reaſon, originally, 
| | B 2 why 
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why a man {ſhould refuſe to make this de- 
claration in any place, or upon any occa- 
ion; that is, why he ſhould ſcruple to 
join in this ordinance with any ſet of per- 
fons profeſſing chriſtianity. But ſince the 
receiving of the Lord's ſupper along with 
any particular ſect of chriſtians, is generally 
conſidered as a declaration of a man's be- 
longing to that ſect, and embracing the 
peculiar tenets of it; this kind of com- 
munion will, by many, be deemed a cri- 
minal compliance, and inconſiſtent with 
his general principles and conduct; and 
a perſon of ſtrict integrity, and who has a 
proper regard to the ſentiments, and even 
prejudices of others, will not only con- 
fider what is the proper language of his 
actions, but what will, zn fact, be the lan- 
. guage of them in the opinion of others. 
It is the received acceptation of actions, as 
well as of words, that ought to be regarded 
by thole who ule them. Beſides, it be- 
comes every perſon, who has a juſt regard 
for the honour of religion, to bear his 
teſtimony againſt ſo baſe a proſtitution of 
its rites, as making them a qualification 

| | for 
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ſor a civil office; and there is no doing 
this to any purpoſe, but by refuſing to 
comply with thole terms, whatever be the 
conſequence. N 


Notwithſtanding the Lord's ſupper be 
properly a profeſſion of a man's being 
imply a chriſtian ; chriſtianity in general, 
and this inſtitution of it in particular, may 
be ſo corrupted, that à ſincere chriſtian 
ought in conſcience to refrain from join- 
ing in the celebration of it. In the church 
of Rome, the ſervice is ſo conducted, that 
I believe it is impoſſible to communicate 
without being guilty of idolatry. A Pro- 
teſtant, therefore, might as well burn in- 
cenſe to an idol, as receive the eucharilt 


at the hands of a Romiſh prieſt. 


You ſay, muſt not the miniſter, or the 
congregation, inquire into the life and 
conduct of a perſon, before he be admit- 
ted to communion with them. I anſwer, 
that every chriſtian ſociety hath a clear 
right to refuſe admiſſion to thoſe whom 


they believe not to be chriſtians; and thoſe 
<- 0: "_”_eot __ whoſe 
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whoſe conduct is ſuch, as gives juſt reaſonto 
queſtion their ſincerity, though, in words, 
they profeſs themſelves ſuch; as alſo, thoſe 
who are guilty of ſuch vices as are a ſcandal 
to human ſociety, and which, according to 
the judgment of St. Paul, will juſtify ex- 
communication : but let it be noted, that 
according to the practice of the primitive 
church, no'perſon was excluded from the 
Lord's ſupper, who was not formally ex- 
communicated, and at the ſame time ex- 
cluded from their public aſſemblies, as 
well as the Lord's ſupper; being conſi- 
dered as perſons unfit for their ſociety or 
company. Since the conſequence of ex- 
communication was excluſion from their 
religious aſſemblies altogether, I do not 
ſee that they had any idea of the Lord's 
ſupper being more ſacred, folemn, or aw- 
ful -than any other part of the ſervice. 
The idea of ſuch a difference in thoſe 
ordmances, as could lead them to think 
there might be a propriety in attending 
upon the one, and not upon the other, 
may, therefore, be concluded to have been 
of later origin, and conſequently to have 
* | ariſen 
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ariſen from ſomething elſe than the ge- 
nuine principles of chriſtianity. It was a 
long time before,there was any ſuch idea 
as excommunication from the Lord's tup- 
per only, 


If be aſked, whether it be not hazardous 
for a perſon of a dubious or indifferent cha- 
racer to receive the Lord's ſupper; I an- 
ſwer, you may judge for yourſelves, by 
conſidering, that receiving the Lord's ſup- 
per, is the ſame thing as ſtanding up in the 
face of the world, and ſaying, I am a 
chriſtian. This declaration, certainly, im- 
plies an obligation to live as becomes a 
chriſhan; and therefore, if the perſon who 
makes it be a bad man, he will be more 
inexcuſable than if he had not been a chri- 
ſtian, and could not have made that decla- 
ration; but if a man be, in fact, a chri- 
ſtian, the obligation to a chriſtian-like be- 
haviour is much the ſame, whether he de- 
clare his belief of chriſtianity before the 
world, or not. The one is only s a' more 
folemn or formal thing than the other, but 
preciſely of the ſame nature. They differ 


C 4- | only 
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only in this, that in one caſe I expreſs my 
ſentiments by an action, or ceremony, and 
in the other by words bearing the very 
ſame conſtruction. It cannot be ſaid that 
they differ ſo much as a common, aſſertion 
and an oath, which however are both, in 

a manner, of equal obligation upon an 
honeſt man. Beſides, coming in a con- 
ſtant way to a place of chriſtian worſhip 
may almoſt amount to a declaration of a 
man's being a chriſtian, and therefore lays 
him under the ſame obligation, You, 
therefore, who are afraid to receive the 
Lord's ſupper, have the ſame reaſon to be 
afraid to attend public and chriſtian wor- 
ſhip, provided you really join in it. Both 
actions are declarations of your being chri- 
ſtians, and of your obligation to live as 
becomes ſuch; and the one is juſt as ha- 
zardous as the other. 


If there had been any thing particularly 
hazardous in receiving the Lord's ſupper, 
more than in joining in other religious ex- 
erciſes; I cannot help thinking that our 
Lord would, himſelf, have given ſome in- 


timation 
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timation oft, at the time of the inſtitution. 
But nothing of this kind occurs. I alto 
cannot think, that, if the apoſtle Paul had 
ſolemnly warned the Corinthians of this 
danger, when he firſt preached the goſpel 
among them, and no doubt adminiſtered 
the Lord's ſupper too, they could ever 
have fallen into that very indecent and ir- 
reverent method of conducting the ſervice. 
Nay, I cannot conceive how this abuſe 
could have ariſen, if the primitive manner 
of celebrating the Lord's ſupper had not 
made it ſomething more like a chearful 
entertainment, than it doth among any 
ſect of chriſtians that I am acquainted with 
at preſent. But our more decent and fru- 


gal method is better calculated to prevent 
abuſe. 


If I be aſked, whether particular prepa- 
ration be not neceſſary to receiving the 
Lord's ſupper; I anſwer freely, that I ap- 
prehend nothing more 1s neceſlary, than 
to coming to public worſhip in an ordt- 
nary way. This act of religion, only re- 
quires that ſerious and compoſed ſtate of 

mind, 


42 A PLAIN ACCOUNT: OF 


mind, which is a temper that a good man 
(who never indulges himſelf in criminal 
exceſſes) habitually carries about with 
him; and ſuppoſes only that due ſenſe of 
the nature of what we are about. which 
may be recollected at once, without par- 
ticular preparation. And it is well known, 
that the primitive chriſtians of the firſt cen- 
turies, received the Lord's ſupper every 
Lord's day, as a part of their common 
worſhip. ig 


Some argue the propriety of prepara- 
tion for the Lord's ſupper, from its ana- 
logy to the Jewiſh paſlover, of the pre- 
paration to which we read, John, xix. 14. 
But this is the only place in which the 
preparation of the paſlover is mentioned; 
and as Mark, xv. 42. calls the ſame day 
the preparation of the Sabbath, it probably 
referred to this, and not to the paſſover. 
Beſides, that day did not precede the day 
on which the paſſover was eaten, Our 
Lord had eaten it the day before. 


SECTION 
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The qualifications of communicants more 
particularly confidered. 
A the time of the firſt planting 
of chriſtianity, the groſſeſt vices were 
exceedingly prevalent in all the Gentile 
world; and according to the teſtimony of 
Joſephus, the Jews were not lefs aban- 
doned. The picture that St. Paul draws 
of them both, towards the beginning of 
his epiſtle to the Romans, 1s indeed ſhock- 


ing. 


Now it can hardly be ſuppoſed, that 
when perſons of theſe characters, and who 
had formed theſe habits embraced chriſti- 
anity (upon the conviction that Chriſt was 
a teacher ſent from God) their hearts 
and lives were inſtantly, 2. e. miraculouſly 
changed. An excellent parable of our 
Saviour leads us rather to conſider the re- 
ception of chriſtianity, as the receiving of 
ſeed into the ground, which requires ume 


and 
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and cultivation, before it briag forth fruit. 
Agreeably to this, Dr. Lardner ſuppoſes, 
that when ſinners were exhorted to belteve 
end be ſaved, the meaning was, that, in 
conſequence of embracing chriſtianity, 
they would be inſtructed in the true way 
of ſalvation; and that, by attending to its 
great motives, and habitually obſerving its 
precepts, they would in time attain to ſal- 
vation; and not that they would immedi- 
ately obtain the true poſpel ſalvation, or 
have their ſins actually forgiven, ſo as that 
they would have been received into hea- 
ven, if they had died the moment after 
their being converted and baptiſed. 


The precepts and motives of the goſpel 
are of themſelves fufficient (with the uſual 
bleſſing of God upon our endeavours) to 
engage men to forſake their vices, and to 
Practice virtue, Indeed the contrary ſup- 
Poſition would be a reflection on the wil- 
dom of God, repreſenting him as having 
provided a means not adequate to the end 
he propoſed to gain by it. If all the con- 
verſions were, ſtrictly ſpeaking, miracu- 

+7 $35 ; lous, 


THE LORD's SUPPER... 45 


lous, and the change of heart and life, 
which followed the converſion, miracu- 
lous too, the divine wiſdom (which we fo 
much admire, both in adapting the evi- 
dences of the goſpel to the minds of men, 
and in adapting its precepts and motives 
to work upon their hearts): would have 
been in vain. Where would be the wiſ⸗ 
dom of adapting the organization-of a 
ſeed to the foil in which it is ſown, if, 
after all, it could not grow without ſuch a 
divine interpoſition, as would have pro- 
duced the ſame effect without any ſuch 
previous fitneſs of the one to the other. 


If, therefore, there be any ſuch thing 
as the wiſdom of God in the works of 
nature and providence; and if, conſe- 
quently, the motives of the goſpel produce 
a change in the hearts and lives of men, 
by their natural fitneſs to anſwer that pur- 
poſe, it muſt always (except God were 
pleaſed to work a miracle ſimilar to heal- 
ing the ſick or raiſing the dead) have been 
a gradual thing. And if, upon a man's 
n to believe in Chriſt, and conſe- 

quently 
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quently to reform his conduct, he was ad- 
mitted to chriſtian baptiſm, and the Lord's 
ſupper, (which I think none will deny) 
many perſons muſt have been admitted 
members of the chriſtian church in a very 
imperfect moral ſtate; and, as in the pa- 
rable above-mentioned, many would re- 
lapſe into their former vices; tho' their 
being incorporated into a regular body, 
or church, of chriſtians, would be a great 
means of confirming them in their chriſtian 
faith * e. 


Now it appears to me, that no man 
was reſuſed admiſſion into the chriſtian 
church, if he profeſſed faith and repen- 
tance, and if nothing in his conduct at 
that time gave juſt reaſon to ſuſpect his 
ſincerity; and alſo that no perſon was 
cut off from the ſociety by excommu- 
nication, till his conduct, notwithſtand- 
ing regular admonitions, was notori- 
ouſly inconſiſtent with his profeſſion, and 
generally ſuch as was a ſcandal to the 
chriſtian name. According to the rule of 


our Saviour, Mat. xviii. 15. 18, an offence 
that 


THE LORD's SUPPER. 47 


that finally ended in excommunication, 
was originally a ſin (ec , 8 non) of one 
perſon againſt another; but, conſidering 
the great patience and forbearance which 
our Lord always recommended to his 
diſciples, we cannot ſuppoſe but that it 
muſt have been ſome groſs injury; and it 
muſt have ſhewn a bad diſpoſition indeed, 
to perſiſt in ſuch injurious conduct, in 
ſpite of all remonſtrances, private and 
public, and in contempt of the greateſt 
church cenſure. The chriſtians at Jeru- 
ſalem, indeed, made ſome difficulty of 
admitting St. Paul to their ſociety, but not 
on account of any ſcruples about his moral 
character. Having been a notorious per- 
ſecutor, they were ra, of him, not be- 
lieving that he was a diſciple, but ſuſpect- 
ing him to be a ſpy. Acts. ix. 26. 


That this was the ſtate of the chriſtian 
church in the times of the apoſtles appears 
from their writings. They addreſs the 
members of thoſe churches, to whom their 
epiſtles are directed, as Saints and the pe- 
culiar people of God, becauſe, by embracing 

chriſtianity, 
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chriſtianity, they profeſſed themſelves to 
be ſuch. Many of them, no doubt, were 

truly ſuch; and, in a judgement of charity, 
the majority might be ſuppoſed to be ſuch. 
But at the ſame time it cannot be denied, 
that the frequent admonitions, and ſevere 
reproofs which the apoſtles gave them, 


demonſtrate, that a// the members of their 


| ſocieties were far from deſerving the ſame” 
character, and alſo that many of them had 
but a very imperfect knowledge of chriſti- 
anity; and yet they are not ſaid to have 
been expoſed to any particular hazard in 
conſequence of their continuing in chriſ- 
tian communion, and none are mentioned 
as being excommunicated, except in caſes 
of very flagrant offences. 


In the church of Corinth, of the mem- 
bers of which the Apoſtle Paul ſays, that 
they were ſanctiſied, and called to be ſaints, 
there was ſo much envytng, ſtrife, and divi- 


_ . fon, that he ſays they were carnal, and 


walked as men, 1. e. as other men, or Gen- 
tiles, and not as chriſtians, 1 Cor. iii. g. 
Brothers went to law with brothers, and 

before 
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before unbelievers, vi. 6.nay they LIES 
and defrauded even therr brethren, V. 8.) 
ſpeaking of his intended viſit to them, he, 
ſays, x11. 6. Lear leſt, when 1 come 1 ſhall 
not find you, ſuch as would ; leſt there be 
debates, enuymgs, wraths, farifes, backbit- 
ings, whiſherings, ſwellings, tumults, and 
leſt when, I come again, my God will humble 
me among you, and 1 ſhall bewail, many 
who have finned already, and have not re- 
hented of the uncleanneſs, and fornication, 
and laſciviouſngſi, which they have com- 
mitted. Vet we do not find that any of 
them were ordered to be excommuni- 
cated, except the incgſtuous perſon. who 
had married his father's wife; which was 
a crime, as the apoſtle fy mot /o much 
as named among the Gentiles; and thoſe 
with whom they \were cautioned not to 
eat were, perſons guilty of very groſs 
vices, | v. 10. Fan) man that is called a 
brother, be a fornicator, or covelaus, qr an 
ꝛdolater, or a railer, or a e i 
an exlortioner. Mee eee ee 


- FY © » 
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The ideas conveyed by all theſe terms 
are not equally offenſive. Covetouſneſs, 
for inſtance, ſeems to be lefs obnoxious 
than ſeveral of the reſt; but when we ſee 
that theſe characters are ranked together, | 
and the meaning of moſt of the terms is 
obvious, as that of fornicator, idolater, 
and druntard, we may reaſonably con- 
clude, that the reſt are to be underſtood 
as of ſuch a degree of the Vice, as to be 
pretty equally notorious and ſcandalous. 
An exceedingly covetous man, and elpe- 
cially « one whoſe greedinels of gain leads 
him to fraud and injuſtice, is as much a 
marked character, and as hateful * a one, 
as a fornicator, an idolater, or drunkard. 


7 \ wort 14 * 1 2 # art ts," "TRAY 4 


When St. Paul was at We he obleried; 
Phil. i. 11. that there were ſome perſons in 
chat city who preached Chriſt of envy and 

Axiſe anũ contention, not fincerely, ſuppofing 
to add affliction to hs bonds, perhapsintend- 
ing i» excite his envy and jealouſy,” or to 
draw upòn him the reſentment of che go- 
verning powers, by their officiouſneſs in 
| pubathm g the gol] pe, HM ſince the apoſtle 
n ſays 
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fays he even rejoiced at this, we may cer- 
tainly conclude that he connived at it, and 
did not cauſe thoſe inſincere preachers 
to be excommunicated. . 


In the ſame epiſtle, ni. 18. he admo- 
niſhes the Philippians not to walk as many 
did, of whom he had frequently warned 
them, who, though chriſtians in name 
(and probably 1 in church communion) were 
enemies of the croſs of Chriſt, whole end 
WAS deſtruftion, whoſe God was their belly, 
whoſe glory Was their r ſhame, who minded 
N things. v 


When' the 550 apoſtle admoniſhed the 
chriſtians at Coloſſe, Col. iii. 1. to mor- 
77 their members that were of the earth, 
fornication, uncleanneſs, inordinate affec- 
| lion, evil concupiſcence and covetouſneſs, 
which is idolatry, and to put off anger. 
wrath, malice, blaſphemy, with filthy com- 
munication, and not to lie one to another ; 
vices in Which he ſays they had /ometimes 
walked ; 10 ſeems evident chat he ſuppoſed | 
7 CT Fore, : they 


B 
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they were not entirely lee from chem at 
the time chat he wrote; 


T3 3 


Many other hn might be pro- 
duced to the fame purpoſe, but the quota- 
tions would be tedious. © Sec particularly 
Thefl. iv. 6. 1 Tim: vi. 3. Ke. Tit. 1. 10. 
James i. 21, 2 26. 1 Peter ii. 1, 11. 2 Peter 


1 f 


i. 9. 3 John g. and Jude 11. 8 
In all the Fn] churches of Alia, Ka 


were many things. much amils. In the 
£195 of Sardis, which is not repreſented 
as in the worſt ſituation, it is only ſaid, 
that, there were a fe names that had, not 
defiled ther garments, and, that were 


145: Ain $ 


- worthy to walk with Chri ev. ili. 4. 
and Wet the reſt are not aid to have been 


improper members of a chriſtian ſociety, 
nor are av of them ordered to be 
exdudet. | Wan 


0 
* n 
% 1 » * * "3 , 


We. EIT Wa, bught to. make 
a difference, between thoſe who may be 


permitted to communicate with a chriſtian 
church 
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church, and thoſe who will finally be. ad- 


mitted into heaven; and our real opinion 
with reſpett to the Jatter ought not to be 
our rule with reſpect to the former. 


I would only obſerve farther, that it is 
| hardly poſſible to ſuppoſe that the, primi- 
tive chriſtian churches in general conſiſted 
of perſons whoſe characters anſwer to our 
idea of holy and /antrfied, when even an 
elder was required not to be giuen to wine, 
no ſtriter, not greedy of filthy lucre, not a 
brawler or covetous, 1 Tim. iii. g. and the 
deacons not to be double longued, not to be 
given to much wine, nor greedyof filthylucre. 
In giving directions to appoint ſuch an or- 
der of men, (men of the firſt character and 
eminence in any of our ſocieties) I dare 
lay it would be thought altogether need- 
leſs, even to mention ſuch diſqualifications 
as theſe. 1 


In Clemens epiſtle to the Corinthians, 
we find that the ſpirit of faction, which 
lubſiſted in St. Paul's time, had greatly in- 
creaſed, notwithſtanding his admonitions. 

D 3 The 
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The people had formed a party againſt 
their miniſters; and, allowing ſufficiently 
for exaggeration in the ſtyle of Clemens, 
who wrote to them upon the occaſion, we 
cannot but, from his epiſtle, conceive a 

very unfavourable idea of their general 
temper and character: ſee the n 


extract from Bp. Wake's tranſlation 0 
that epiſtle, cap. 3. 


« All honour and enlargement was 
* given unto you. From hence came 
emulation, and envy, and ſtrife, and 
* ſedition, perſecution and diſorder, war 
and captivity. So that they who were 
* of no renown lifted up themſelves a- 
* gainſt the honourable, thoſe of no repu- 
** tation againſt thoſe that were in reſpect, 
e the fooliſh againſt the wiſe, the young 
«© againſt the aged. Therefore righteouſ- 
* neſs and peace are departed from you, 
i becauſe every one hath forſaken the fear 
** of God, and is grown blind in his faith, 
nor walketh by the rule of God's com- 
% mandments, nor liveth as is fitting in 
. * But every one follows his own 
« wicked 
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6 ke luſts, having taken up an un- 


«« juſt and wicked envy, by which firſt 
„death entered into the world.” * 


ge g the ſtate of the Gentile 
world with ref] pect t to virtue, I do not won- 
der that there were theſe diſorders in the 
primitive chriſfian churches. It required 
ſome time for the genuine ſpirit of chri- 
ſtianity to inſinuate itſelf into them; and 
Tthink we may find, by the epiſtles of 
Ignatius, and other later writings, that a 
better dipoſition generally prevailed ſome 
time afterwards, and continued till the 
purity of the chriſtian faith and diſcipline 
became corrupted, 


Many perſons, I believe, are influenced 
in their ideas concerning the proper mem- 
bers of chriſhan ſocieties by ſuperſtitious, 
and what we may call monk/k notions of 
virtue and ſanctity; from which the minds 
of few perſons are entirely free; and by 
which they are influenced morethan.they | 
will acknowledge, and indeed more kan 
ny are themſelves aware of; notions that 

„ lead 
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lead us to conceive very fallely concerning 
a truly chriſtian temper and conduct, and 
which are, in many reſpetts, unfavourable 
to real virtue. 


The leading idea in this kind of ſuper- 
ſtition is, that men recommend themſelves 
to the favour of God by what gives pain 
and mortification to themſelves. It may 
be traced in the maxims and conduct of 
the Phariſees and Eſſenes among the Jews, 
and in the endleſs variety of auſterities 
deviſed by different ſects of chriſtians. We 
ſee it no leſs influence the conduct of many 
Mahometans, and various tribes of hea- 
thens, particularly thoſe who profels the 
religion of the Brachmans of Indoſtan. 
But there is nothing of this in the ſpirit of 
the chriſtian religion; and nothing in the 
precepts or example of Chriſt Goes the 


leaſt countenance to it. 


As che founders 4 al other religions, I 

believe, have diſtinguiſhed themſelves by 

the invention of ſome whimſical mortifi- 

can the lingularity of the chriſtian re- 
; bgion 
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ligion in this reſpett is ſo remarkable, and 
ſo conſonant to reaſon, that it almoſt a- 
mounts to a proof of its divinity. Chriſ- 
tian virtue is an active and chearful ching, 

and requires no pain or mortification, ex- 
cept what is neceſſary to break the force 
of bad habits, and to diſcontinue any ſin- 
ful practices we may have been accuſtomed 
to, in order to ceaſe to do evil and learn 
to do well; whereas the auſterities re- 
ferred to above, terminate in afflicting the 
body, without contributing at all to the 
improvement of the mind. | 


The doftrines of the goſpel are emi- 
nently calculated to inforce the practice 
of virtue, eſpecially by the revelation of a 
future life, to which we ſhall be raiſed at 
the ſecond coming of Chriſt; who will 
render to every man according to his 
works. A firm belief of, and an habitual 
attention to, theſe important truths, tend 
to give us a ſuperiority of mind to this 
world, enable us to forego all the plea- 
ſures and advantages of this life, when 
they cannot be obtained with a good con- 

* ſcience, 
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feiehce, and make u us to fear x none of the 
things that we cari ſuffer in the Practice of 
our duty ; knowing that our reward is 
great in heaven, and that we ſhall be more 
than recompenced at the reſurrection of 
the juſt. | 


The operation of theſe principles is 
Evident, and I believe would be much 
more generally ethcacious, if men were 
not diſcouraged from attempting the chril- 
tian character at all, by the idea of its 
being ſomething above their reach, ſome- 
thing that requires ſuch conſtant and 
ſevere ſpiritual exerciſes, as are almoſt 1 in- 
conſiſtent with the uſual purſuits, and a 
tolerable enjoyment of life. | 


It is but an imperfect character that 
thoſe who give the molt attention to the 
rinciples of chriſtianity can attain, and 
we are but in a progreſs towards perfec- 
nion; and though it behoves every man to 
cultivate the virtues of the heart with the 
molt care, and by every exerciſe. that 
5 wg adapted to promote them, be- 
cauſe 
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cauſe the virtues of the heart are the only 
ones that are of value in the fight of God, 
and indeed the beſt foundation and ſecu- 
rity for a good life; yet they are only 
thoſe that may be called the virtues of the 
life, of which human, and even chriſtian 
ſocieties can properly take notice. If we 
go beyond this, we have no ſufficient data, 
or evidence to proceed upon, and are in 
danger of obſtrutting the progreſs of vir- 
tue rather than promoting it. 


Any perſon, therefore, who ſupports 
what we call a decent character in life, and 
who, if he were interrogated, would profeſs 
faith in Chriſt and obedience to the golpel, 
is a proper member of the chriſtian church 
on earth; the diſcipline, exerciſes, and va- 
rious advantages of which are calculated 
to perfect his character, and, by degrees, 
to fit him for being a proper member of 
the church of the firſt born written in 
heaven. | 


From the whole I conclude that, if a 
perſon, at the time that he propoſes himſelf 
| | . 10 
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to church communion, really intends to 
live as becomes a chriſtian, he need not 
have any ſcruple about joining in the or- 
dinance, tho' he ſhould queſtion, or even 
believe that, if he ſhould then die, he would 
not be fit to enter into heaven; and that 
his fellow chriſtians, if they ſee no reaſon 
to queſtzon-his ſincerity at the tame, have 
no authority to refuſe him, though they 
have the ſame idea of his ſtate. 


If we go upon other principles, and 
eſtimate a man's fitneſs to be received into 
church communion by his fitneſs for hea- 
ven, it appears to-me, that no man who 
hath the leaſt doubt about his ſalvation 
ought to communicate. For, as the apoſtle 
argues in a ſimilar caſe, Rom. xiv. 23. He 
that doubteth is damned if he eat. Where- 
ever religion, or morality is concerned, 
ve certainly ought not to act without the 
full conviction of our minds; and ſhould 
refrain from acting at all, if we have any 
doubt concerning the propriety of our 


conduct; more eſpecially in this caſe, 
where there | is ſuppoſed to be very great 


hazard 
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hazard in communicating, and none at all 
in not  comumunicating. * 

The very idea of . nature and deln 
of the Lord's ſupper, as it is underſtood 
by the orthodox diſſenters, appears to me 
to be utterly inconſiſtent, 1555 the ſpirit of 
chriſtianity. If we judge of the fitneſs of 
a perſon for church communion by his 
fitneſs. for heaven, every candidate de- 
clares, in the face of the world, that he 
thinks himſelf a a favourite of God, and ri ripe 
for future glory; and the church, in con- 
ſidering whether they ſhall receive him or 
not, are judges. of, his; evcrlaſling ſtate ; 
which implies ſuch a degree of aſſurance 
on one fide, and encourages ſuch a ſpirit 
of haughtineſs and cenſortouſnels; on the 
other, as appear to me not to belong to 
chriſtians, vho ſhould he clothed with hu- 
mility, and judge nothing before the time; 
and who ſhould leaſt of all ulurpthe office 
of, Chriſt, to 9 that kind of WAGE 
is committed 2 UHH 110k ad vd aul 
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If the righteous diſclaim their good 
works at the day of judgment, can 1t be 
ſuppoſed that they will plead and proclaim 
them here? I ſhould therefore think, that, 
to act upon this principle, and at the ſame 
time preſerve any appearance of the hu- 
mility of chriſtians, no perſon ſhould, di- 
rely or indirectiy, propoſe himſelf for 
church communion. Others ſhould pro- 
poſe it to him, and if he did conſent, it 
ſhould be with great reluQance. For, of 
the two, it would be rather more decent for 

others to ſay, „Sir, we think \ you to be a 
© child of God, and fit for heaven, as well 
«as ourſelves,” and for him to be p rſuad- 
ed by them to think ſo well of himſelf; 
Bi that he ſhould firſt pay himſelf that 
compliment, and then convince them that 
i was juſt," alan io. 


DE 


That the dew of ſuch a > hb and 
ſuch pretenſions ſhould have occurred to 
any but Phariſces, would ſurprize me, if 
I did not imagine, that 1 could account 
for it, by the hiſtory of the corruptions of 
7 Frilanity, 


Obſervations 
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Obſervations on the Lord's S upper La 
called a gu, or ſeal. of the covenant. of 


grace. | 


GOME divines have affeftcd | to call the 


Lord's ſupper” a 9 and ſeal. 9 14 
covenant of grace, It by a An the 


covenant of grace, be meant nothing more | 
than a memorial of the bleffings 'of i the 


goſpel, 1 can have no objefifon to 25 


term, becauſe 1 ſuppo ſe chat this rite w 
expreſsly inſtituted 1551 that 8 


10 


When we do any thing 7 in rememby 
4 Chriſt, we do it in order to take e 
r 


1 11 * 4 {1 4 . 

om it to recolle&t what Chrilt has 
{ 7 11 21 done 
and ſuffered for us, hat he mig 192 accom- 
5318TUIl 
pilh the gracious ſcheme of our ſalvation 


or, our deliverance from. fin and \mtlery. 
Qur Lord, allo, calls the bread his odd 
and the wine his blood, a pparcntly Ka 


r | * i. 
a view o our collecting. in a m 


Ln manner, the laſt and moſt 2 
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Inſtance of his love, in giving his body to 


be crucified, and SQ blood to be ſhed 
for us. | 


But I do not ſee in what ſenſe the Lord's 
ſupper can, with propriety, be called a /eal 
of the new covenant, or that the ſcriptures 
will authorize what take to be generally 
underſtood by i it. It is poſſible, that when 
divines call the Lord's ſupper a ſeal of the 
new covenant, they may mean, that it was 
intended as an aſſurance, on God's part, 
that he would actually confer all the bleſ. 
lings promiſed by. Chriſt in the , goſpel. 
There is no doubt but that God 14! con- 
fer theſe bleſſings, and fully confirm, every 
thing that our Lord has aſſured us he will 

Of this he has, given us ample al- 
1 — in that he hath raiſed him from 
the dead. As the apoſtle ] Paul ſays, Rom. 
i. 4. He was declared to be the Son of God 
with fower, by the reſurrection fr om the 
dead ; and Peter ſays, 1 Pet. i. 4- 72 
the God and father of our Lord Te efus Oh 


has begotten. US again to a z lively hope, 5 | 
the 
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ihe rgſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt. ſrom the 
dead and many other texts might be prey 
| duced to the ſame purpoſ ee. 


The refieretiion of Chriſt, theiefore, 
was properly the ſeal of thenew covenant. 
That this rite of the Lords ſupper was 
intended to be that aſſurance, I ſee no evi- 
dence whatever. Do this in remembrance 
of me, (which, words were expreſsly de- 

ſigned to, inform} s concerning the nature 
and ule of the inſtitution) do 155 convey 
chat idea; * and the words, Thi 5 6% 2s the 
New Teſtament 1 2 my blood, appear to me 
to have been. added, in order to expreſs 
on w. hat account We are td remember him 
VIZ. as ba IE death, accompliſhed 
the ſcheme, of ur ſalvation. | 1 it were 
true, that the £2 of Chriſt * was the ſeal 
Ot. f the covenant of grace, t the Lord 8 fup- 
per could 575 the emorial, of ti the ſeal, 


and not the {ee ol ſelf, $riz l noitvlifie 9.2 
hep God appointed r nen to 


be a 2 rs or 5 he would no 
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uſe of it was declared ini the cleareſt and 
ſtrongeſt manner, Gen. ix. 12. And God 
faid, This is the token of the covenant which 
1 make between me and you, and every liv- 
ing creature that is with you, for perpetual 
generations. I do ſet my bow in the cloud, 
and it fhall be for a token of 4 covenant 
between me e and the earth, Sc. 


Alſo at the inſtitution of the rite of cir- 
cumciſion, the Divine Being, after recit- 
ing all the promiſes of the Abrahamic co- 
venant, ſays to that patriarch, This is my 
covenant, which ye ſhall keep between me 
and you, and th feed after thee ; every 
man child among you ſhall be circumciſed 
and at Mall be a token of the covenant 
betwixt me and you. Gen. Xvii. 10, 11. 
Appointments of tokens fimilar to theſe 
occur in. various other parts of the Jewiſh 
hiſtory, but we find CARA like this in 
the inſtitution of the Lord's ſupper. | 


It 9283 7 be Haid. that the Deine Being 
4 ſeals, or nfirms' to us the bleffings of the 
golpel, "while we are, indie" of the 

Lord's 
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Lord's ſupper, or. in conſequence of our 
partaking of it. In other words, that, by 
means of this rite, God, by his eſpecial 
preſence, applies the benefits of the goſ- 
pel, giving the worthy communicants 
an aſſurance and foretaſte of the bleſſings 
of it. This I take to be the meaning of 
the authors of the Aſſembly s catechiſm, 
when they ſay that in the ſacraments, 
Chriſt, and the benefits of the new co- 
“ venant, are, by ſenſible ſigns, repre- 
e ſented, ſealed, and applied to be- 
* lievers;” and that, in the Lord's ſup- 
per, the worthy receivers are by faith 
made partakers of his body and blood, 
*'with all its benefits, to their ſpiritual 
* nen and r in N 


5 


But this, I * 1s + more 


than the ſcriptures or experience will war- 


rant, and the expeRation of any thing of 


this kind I call enthuſiaſtic, and ſure to be 
diſappointed. Eating bread and drinking 


wine in remembrance of Chriſt, doth not 


convey any ſuch meaning. Indeed, if it 
were fact, that all the benefits of the new 
E 2 covenant 


ks 


68 A PLAIN AccouNT or 


covenant were actualh/ fealed-and applied; 
as well as vepreſented to worth communi- 


cants, in the act, or in conſequence of the 


act of communion, they would have ſuch 
an aſſurance of the pardon of:thejr ſins, 
and of their title to heaven, as I imagine, 
few perſons will pretend to} and I ima- 
gie that few/perions would 8050 them; 


| VO PS pretend to it. VII now 


1 [1-16 2: 9g 912 Dt; eil 
eee may chuſe dh uh of 
the language above-mentioned in a qua- 
lified- Tenſe, meaning, that thar faith in 


Chriſt, and:all chriſtian virtues, are ren- 


dered much / more lively by the peculiat 


- preſence" of the ir of God in this 
ordinance. I am far from denying the 


influence of the ſpirit of God upon the 
minds of men, . aceordings to ſome eſta- 
bliſned la, or rule, (chat we may not 


ſuppuſb it to be, in the proper ſenſe of the 


word, /ilrawaous) but L fed not arſhadow 
of atthotity, from the ſcriptures, for ex- 
pecting his pfeſence at the Lord's:ſupper, 


b . 1 f * neun ESTA 


D to + Ile T8 . 56} 12 
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"The prefence” of Chriſt,” whatever may 
be meant by it, is expreſsly promiſed, 
where {zo or three are gathered together in 
tas name, but it is not ſaid, that they were 
to be aſſembled for the purpoſt of —— | 
ting the Lord's fapper. On the contrary; 
believe it is generally underſtood to refer 
to their meeting for the purpoſe of ſocial 
prayer; and in no place whatever is there 
any promiſe made of the particular pre- 
ſence of God, or of re in the Lord's 


. 


„ is true; that the aQtion of eating or 
atinking may be intended to repreſent our 
receiving and obeying the goſpel of Chriſt, 
and conſequently our being intitled to the 
bleſſings of it; but ſtill chis is no more 
than a ſijgurative aclion, and cannot amount 
to more than expreſſing our faich in Chriſt, 
our reſolution to obey his goſpel, and our 
hope of receiving the rewards of it in 
words ; and I appeal to che experience of 
the moſt ſincere chriſtian if he has not 
found every devotional feeling as lively in 
the exerciſe of prayer, as in the; act, or in 

28 conſequence, 
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conſequence, of receiving the bread and 
vine at the Lord's ſupper. 


It will not be ſaid, on any ſcripture au- 
thority, that the prayers that are uſually 
made before, or after the celebration of 
this ordinance, have any peculiar advan- 
tages annexed to them. 


The danger of communicating. unwor- 
thily, cannot, in the nature of things, ariſe, 
except either from the indecent manner 
of adminiſtering and attending upon it, or 
the inſincerity of the promiſes and reſolu- 
tions that are implied in it, which equally 

- affetts prayer, and partaking of the Lord's 

ſupper. They are each an explicit or im- 

hlicit reſolution to live as becomes the 

goſpel ; and the divine diſpleaſure is as ex- 

preſsly denounced againſt the hypocritical 

| worſhipper, as againſt the unworthy com- 
muunicant: nay, there are frequent decla- 
rations of the indignation with which God 

hears thoſe who draw nigh to him with 

their lips, while their hearts are far from 

him; whereas we ſhould probably never 

| | have 
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have heard of any danger of communicat- 
ing unworthily, if it had not been for the 
{candalous abuſe 1 this rite * the n 
thians., 7 


In no other ous therefore, haven we — 
leaſt authority to conclude, that this dan- 
ger is of a different nature from that-which 
ariſes from infincerity in prayer; and far 
are we from having any reaſon to ſup- 
poſe it to be greater. The one, conſe- 
quently, will require juſt as much prepa- 
ration and forethought as the other. I 
wiſh that more attention were given to 
both, but by no means to the one more 


than the other. 


It is the expectation of the above men- 
tioned divine communications of the par- 
don of ſin, or at leaſt of ſome extraordi- 
nary ſupernatural influence or impreſſions, 
that, I ſay, is enthuſiaſtic; and it is the 
expectation of ſome particular judgment 
upon unworthy communicants, more than 
what will fall upon inſincere worſhippers, 
chat I call a ſuperſtitious fear. Diſſenters, 

E 4 I believe, 
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I believe, have a higher idea of the ſpiri- 
tual benefits of this ordinance, (though 
they may expect leſs from it as a mere opus 
operatum) and they have more dread of 
the danger of attending upon it in a ſtate 
of mind improper for receiving it, than the 
generality of the members of the church 
of England; and this appears to me to be 
the principal reaſon why it is leſs generally 
attended by us. This ſtate of things was 
the cauſe of my rt the Difenters 
on the A , | 
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A Wit hiftory of Uh eee of 1. 
chriſtian doctrine and practice ge 
Pers Lord's __— h oi rta 


P ces to rn weren uly th 45 chief 
doubts and ſcruples which many good 
chriſtians entertain relating to this ſubject, 
I ſhall, in the ſecond place, briefly point 
out ſome of the groſs abuſes which have 
been introduced into this inſtitutions but 
I ſhall only enumerate a few, the remains 
of which ſubſiſt in many chriſtian churches 
ſince the reformation from popery, and are 
fouled even amen us Diſſenters. N 


The firſt new idea, which was dais 
added to the original notion of the Lord's 
| ſupper, was that of its being a /acrament, 
or an oath to be true to a leader. For 
the word acrament is not to be found in 
the ſcriptures, but was afterwards borrowed 
from the Latin tongue, in which it ſigni- 
fied the oath which a Roman ſoldier took 

| ta 
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to his general. Thus in the firſt century, 
Pliny reports, that the chriſtians were wont 
to meet together before it was light, and to 
$mnd-themfſelues by a ſacrament. This, I 
would obſerve, is but a {mall deviation from 
the original idea of the Lord's ſupper; and 
though it be not the ſame with the true idea 
of it, as hefore explained, yet it cannot 
be ſaid to be contrary to it. Afterwards 
the word /acrament came to be uſed by 
chriſtian writers in a very looſe manner, 
for every thing that was looked upon to be 
ſalemn, or myſterious; and indeed, as 
biſhop Hoadley obſerves, for almoſt every 
thing — to religion. 


The next 7 which was added 1 the 
primitive notion of the Lord's ſupper, was 
of a much more alarming nature, and had 
a long train of the worſt of conſequences. 
This was the conſidering of this inſtitution 
as a myſtery. And, indeed, the chriſtians 
affected, very early, to call this rite one 
ine myſteries of our holy religion. By the 
term anyſtery was meant, originally, the 


more ſecret parts of the heathen worſhip, 
tO 
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to which ſelect perſons only were admitted, 
and thoſe under an oath of ſecrecy. Thoſe 
myſteries were alſo called initiations; thoſe 
who were initiated were ſuppoſed to be 
pure, and holy; while thoſe who were not 
initiated, were conſidered as impure and 
profane ; and by theſe myſteries the hea- 
thens were more attached to their religion, 
than by any other circumſtance whatever. 
This made the firſt chriſtians (many of 
whom were firſt converted from heathen- 
iim, and who could not, all at once, diveſt 
themſelves of their fondneſs for pomp and 
myſtery) wiſh to have ſomething of this na- 
ture, which was ſo ſtriking and captivating, 
in the chriſtian religion; and the rite of the 
Lord's ſupper ſoon ſtruck them, as what 
might eaſily anſwer this purpoſe. 


When this new idea was introduced, 
they, in conſequence of it, began to ex- 
clude all, who did not partake of the or- 
dinance, from being preſent at the celebra- 
tion of it. Thoſe ho did not communi- 
cate, were not even allowed to know the 
method and manner in which it was ad- 

miniſtered. 
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miniſtered: Tertullian, who wrote at the 

end of the ſecond century, defends this 
practice by the maxims of heatheniſm. 
Nous mutations, he ſays, drive away the 
profane ; and it is of the very nature of 
myſtertes' to be cuncealed, as tligſe of Ceres 
in Sampthruce. Aſter the introduction of 
che ideas of myſteries and initiations, it 
was an eafy advance to ſuppoſe, with 
Juſtin Martyr, and Irenæus; who alſo 
wrote in the ſecond century, that there 
was a divine virtue in the ane * 


bread = wine. 


; , , 
S TIT ; Fry 


WT OM ine e bitte ii now ſuppoſed to 
abby the adminiſtration of the 
Lord's ſupper, and the Divine Being him- 
ſelf, thought to he in a more eſpecial man- 
ner preſent upon this occaſion, there aroſe 
a cuſtom in France or Africa, and ſome 
other places, of the communicants making 
their offerings to God; preſenting, accord- 
ing to their abilities, bread or wine, or 

the Hike, as the firſt fruits of their increaſe; 
it being 2 Hilty as Irenæus ſays,” to-offer 


yew Gee the! POE E frutts of hir creatures. 
And 
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And this early writer applies a maxim oi 
the: Jewiſh law upon this Oecaſion 3 lor he, 
adds, as Males ſays;'{hou;/huttnot appear. 
before the Lord empty, not, Jays he, 4 
Cad wanted: theſe things, bu itn ſhe, 9 
fruit{ulngſs;and gratitadeunia fim, Cy: 
prian, who wrote in the, third gentury.: ſe- 
verely blames. the, rich. matrons for thei 
ſcanty, oblations at cheſe times: Thou, art 
ris, and. wealthy; Jays he, and de Han 
thank duly to celebrate tie, Lord's Supper, 
dh ta c: 70 $208. n ba 
comeſt to the ſacrament without a facrific a 
what pgrt,cenſt thou fiat f the ſit: 

which thr, poor Mer ufs Theſe oblayony 
were employed in che ae. 2 
and other uſes of the church; and 11 gen 
probable, 1995.9 HAGEN 1 quent, Ai $ 099 
bxcad and wine was, prelente: 
niſter, who officiated, ,to, bg; 5 or — 
berge wee Juſtin Martyr, 
we find mention, of collectiop for the 
poor, made after the ; iniſtration ol-th 
Lords ſupper; This healays,! 245, 90m: 
mitted.to the care of theſlgh, whe rclie ieved 
I ta” 1 
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fick, diſtreſſed priſoners, travellers, ſtran= 
gers, and, in a word, all that had need 
thereof. Whether this collection was of 
the ſame nature with the offering before 
the adminiſtration is not certain; however, 
this offering before adminiſtration, re- 
mains in the church of England to this 
day; and a collection, not only for the 
elements, but alſo for the poor (which is, 
in the ſcriptures, ſaid to be the ſame thing 
as giving to the Lord) is never omitted 
upon this occaſion among the Diſſenters. 


This opinion of a divine virtue, and the 
preſence of the Divine Being in the ſacra- 
ment, and of the communicants haying, 
conſequently, a more immediate inter- 
courſe with God upon this occafion, would 
neceſſarily make it appear a very ſolemn 
and aweful thing to communicate; becauſe 
it was an appearing before God. They 
would naturally apply to this putpoſe; a 
ſaying that was current among the Jew 
and which we find i in Moſes, that no man 
can fee God and live; man being a ſinful 
eneature, and God infinitely holy. They 


would 
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would alſo apply to this purpoſe, the pa- 
rable of our Saviour concerning the wed- 
ding ſupper ; and conſider the perſon who 
had not on the wedding garment, as re- 
preſenting an unworthy communicant. In 
ſhort, as was very natural, the / greater 
they ſuppoſed to be the honour and ad- 
vantage of communicating worthily, the 

greater would they ſuppole to be the pe- 
nalty and danger of communicating un- 
worthly. Upon this; then, the terms of 
church © communion began to be more 
ſtrict; and a greater purity of heart and 
life than was before required, was now 
thought abſolutely neceſſary; It does not 
belong to every one, ſays Origen, who wrote 
in the third century, to eat of" this bread; 
and drink of this cup. "muſt both 
have been baptiſed, believe the articles of the 
chriftian faith, and, accordingly, live holy 
and pious lives. This was exactly agree- 
able to the maxims of the'heathens, who 
ſpeak inthe higheſt teritis of the purity and 
happineſs of the initiated. Set 4 
rr 4 e 6 Greece, 1 vert T: p. 390. 


This 
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This advance; being made, a taſſe for 
eloquente, and an abuſe of the figurative 
language of the ſcriptures, concurred to 
carry the corruption of this inſtitution to a 
degree which Noe have exceeded the 
bounds of credibility, had it not remained 
in the church of Rome at this day, as a 
monument of the utmol: extravagange.of 
the human, imagination. The Greek 
writers wete, always fond of, very high 
ſtrains. of eloguence;. and, exaggerating 
the, figurative language of our, Savzaur, 
Thas is my body, expreſſed themſelves in 
ſuch a manner, that che people in general 
came to believe, that Chriſt himſelt. was, 

in reality, ſomę way, or other, in the fa- 
crament.; | watlaſt, that, the, elements 
were his body and blood... Indeed, many, 

reid. early; writers peak of an union of 
the\lacramental elements te the body of 
Chriſt, like to that, of the human being 
united to the divine in his perſon, This 
change of the elements was ſuppoſed to be 
effected by Wk my des Ho Nv 


„ 


; AT Abb, 
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which, in Greek, ſignifies the thank/grwmng. 


Hence Origen calls the ſacramental ele- 
ments, the food that is ſanctiſied by the 
word of God and prayer, and, that is Hal- 
lowed by the word of God and prayer. And 
Irenæus wnites that, when the bread and 
wine receive the word of God, they then be- 
come the euchariſt of the body and blood of 
Chrijt. In general, this action was term- 
ed the conſecration. of the elements ; and 
both this term, and the idea annexed to it, 
ſtill remain in the church of England; 
the prieſt, when he pronounces the words, 
THIS IS MY BODY, in what is called the 
prayer of conſecration, taking care, accord- 
ing to the directions of the Rubric, to lay 
his hand upon all the bread; and upon 
pronouncing the words, THIS is MY 
BLOOD, laying his hand upon, every veſſel 
(be it chalice or flagon) in which there is 
any wine to be conſecrated. If, in the 
courle of the ſervice, they find they had 
not conſecrated enough, they conlecrate 
more before they ule it, repeating the 
ſame words over it, as over the firſt. 


F ' Notwith- 


82 A PLAIN ACCOUNT OF 


Notwithſtanding the idea of conſecra- 
tion, and other ideas connected with it 
(which appeared pretty early) it was not 
till about the tenth century, that the ex- 
travagant doctrine of tran/ſubſtantiation 
was fully introduced; and though the 
ſtrongeſt language in which this doctrine 
can be expreſſed, had been long uſed in 
the church, it was not without great debate 
and altercation, that the language was 
admitted to be. no figure of ſpeech, but 
literally expreſſive of the truth of the caſe. 
The ambition of the clergy helped forward 
this, as well as every other errour of the 
church of Rome. In thoſe ignorant and 
fuperſtitious ages, the clergy were glad of 
the opportunity of augmenting the reſpect 
which people had to their characters, by 
aſfuming the ſole privilege of performing 
the greateſt and moſt important action that 
men could poſhbly aſpire to; namely, 
that of converting the elements of bread 
and vine into the real body and blood of 
Chriſt. 


This 
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This doctrine of tranſubſtantiation, and, 
indeed, the ideas which introduced it, be- 
fore the doctrine itlelf was fully eſta- 
blilhed. had ſome ludicrous, but other very 
ſhocking conſequences. The conlecrated 
bread, being the real body of Chriſt, not 
the leaſt crumb of it mult be loſt, or ap- 
plied to any other uſe. Hence the cuſtom 
of making the ſacramental bread in the 
form of {mall light. waters, which might 
be taken into the mouth at once, without 
breaking or crumbling ; and leſt any of 
the conſecrated wine, which was now be- 
come the real blood ol Chriſt, ſhould be 
loſt, by wetting the beards of the commu- 
nicants ; they were, for ſome time, made 
to ſuck it through a quill; but the more 
general cuſtom was, to dip the bread in 
the wine, and ſo take both together. At 
laſt, conſidering that the ſacramental bread 
was the whole body of Chriſt, and that a 
whole body contains the blood, the wine 
appeared unneceſſary; and hence they 
denied the cup entirely to the laity, who 
could not partake of it without ſome lols, 
or abuſe. In the church of England, the 

F 2 miſter 
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miniſter conſecrates only ſo much of the 
elements as is deemed ſufficient for the 
communicants; and the reſt, as biſhop 
Burnet fays, they conſume; a practice, 
which, while it is deſigned to prevent an 
irreverent and ſuperſtitious uſe of the ele- 
ments, tends, in ſome meaſure, to promote 


2 luperſtition. 


But the worſt conſequence of this doc- 
trine of tranſubſtantiation was the adoration 
of the elements, and the carrying of the hoſt, 
or ſacrifice (that is, the conſecrated bread, 
which was now ſo called) in proceſſion. 
And, as it was imagined, that it was God 
himfelf who was thus eaten and carried 
about, all perſons muſt kneel, in adoration, 
as they received him, or as he paſſed by 
them in the ſtreets. Moreover, this ſacra- 
ment, being conſidered as a real ſacrifice, 
z. the offering up of the ſon to the fa- 
| ther, whoever procured the celebration of 

a maſs (as this ſacrament came to be called, 
from the form of diſmiſſing the people at. 
the concluſion of it) was thought to pro- 
cure a new piece of honour to be done to 


God; 
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God; for the ſake of which, he would be 


reconciled to all who were concerned in it, 
whether they were living, or in purgatory; 
while the miniſter, who made this ſacrifice, 
performed a true act of prieſthood, and 


reconciled ſinners to God. 


Thus the celebration of the maſs, for the 
dead, or the living, came to be conſidered 
as the moſt meritorious of all religious ac- 
tions; great endowments were made for 
this purpoſe only, and it became quite a 
trade ; many, of the prieſts having no 
other ſubſiſtence but what they got by 
this means, ſaying a certain number of 
_ maſſes, at certain hours in the day or 
night, at a fixed price. For this purpoſe, 
many altars were erected to different ſaints 
in every church, and many maſſes were 
ſaid all day long, by different perſons, at 
every altar. In ſhort, almoſt the whole 
of the Roman catholic religion now con- 
ſiſts in theſe maſſes ; and what we mean 
by ſocial worſhip, diſtint from commu- 
niog, is a thing, in a manner, unknown 
among them, Hence, alfo, this inſtitu- 

F 3 nn 
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tion, which, originally and properly, was 


a ſocial act, came to be celebrated in pri- 


vate; and the conlecrated bread was al- 
ways carried to ſick and dying perſons in 
particular, as a neceſſary means of recon- 
ciling them to God, and procuring the 
pardon of their ſins belore they left the 
world, 


When the abuſes of this inſtitution were 
advanced thus far, and the receivin g of the 
conſecrated elements was confidered ay 
conveying the pardon of fin; confeſſion 

to a prieſt was made to precede the cele- 

bration of maſs in Roman catholic coun- 

tries; and among them, when a man has 
conleſſed to a prieſt, and received mals, 
he has no doubt of his ſalvation, whatever 
his crimes have been. 


Abſurd as this dofrine of tranſubſtanti- 
ation appears, and horrid as are its con- 
ſequences, 1t was the great bulwark of the 
popiſh | cauſe at the time of the reforma- 
tion; and it is a fact, that, in no part of 


che controverſy, were the reformers more 
puzzled 
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puzzled by the popiſh diſputants; and 


this was the. laſt errour that Cranmer, 
Ridley, and many others ofthe moſt emi- 
nent champions of the reformation, relin- 
quiſhed. The reaſon was, that this was 
one of the earlieſt corruptions of chriſti- 
anity; things that ſavour very ſtrongly of 
it, appear in the writings of the firſt cen- 
turies; and, ſo long as any regard was 
paid to the Fathers, and arguments were 
allowed to be fetched from them in pub- 
lick diſputat ions, the advantage could not 
but lie on the {ide of popery : nor did the 
reformers ever get clear of this great dif- 
ficulty and embarraſſment, till Chilling- 
worth boldly declared, the Bible only con- 
tained the religion of Proteſtants. Luther, 
bold as he was 1n other things, was con- 
tent to go a middle way in this ; and ad- 
mitted what he called conſubſtantiation, 
or that both the elements. of real bread 
and wine, and allo the body and blood of 
Chriſt were, in {ome manner, preſent 1 in 
the ſacrament. 


E 4 1 And 


88 A PLAIN ACCOUNT OF 
And when it was thought by all the re- 


formers, that the receiving of the ſacrament 
did not abſolve from ſin, it was ſtill gene- 
rally imagined, that men ought to be holy 
and abſolved before they received it. 
Hence, the forms of confeſſion and abſo- 
lution came to precede the receiving of 
the elements in the church of England; 
and by Diſſenters, the receiving of the ſa- 
crament was conſidered as a kind of re- 
ceiving Chriſt, in ſome myſtical, tho not 
a proper and carnal ſenſe. And, ſo long 
as there remains a notion of any peculiar 

preſence of Chriſt in the ſacrament, - and 

conſequently the idea of ſome extraordi- 
nary virtue being communicated by it, it 
is no wonder that a long train of aweſul 
ideas accompany every thou 1ght about the 

Lord's ſupper, and that it is approached 
by Jus with an undue and ſuperſtitious re- 
verence. 


Indeed, I do not ſee how this ſuperſti- 
tion can be rooted out, ſo long as the 
thirty-nine articles are conſidered as the 


ſtandard of faith in the church of England, 


and, 
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and the A/fembly's catechiſm among ſo many 
Diſſenters. In the twenty - fifth article of 
the church of England, it is ſaid, that a- 
craments ordained by Chriſt be not only 
badges, or tokens, of chriſtian men's pro- 
lion but rather they be certain fure wit- 
neſſes, and effeftual figns of grace, and God's 
good will towards us ; by the which he doth 
work indibly in us, and doth not only 
quicken, but alſo ſtrengthen, and gl 
our faith i in hem. 


In the Aſſembly's catechiſm, a ſacra- 
ment is defined to be an holy ordinance, 
inſtituted by Chriſt ; wherein, by ſenſible 
Jans, Chriſt, and the benefits of the new co- 
venant, are repreſented, ſealed, and applied 
to believers. The Lord's ſupper, in par- 
ticular, is ſaid to be a /acrament, wherein, 
by giving and receiving bread and wine, 
according to Chriſt's appointment, his death 
rs ſhewed forth, and the worthy receivers 
are, not after a corporeal and carnal man- 
ner, but, by faith, are partakers of his body 
and blood, with all its benefits, to their pi- 
ritual nouriſhment and growth in grace. 
Agreeable 


» 
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Agrecable to thele ideas, 1t 1s there ſaid, 
that it 25 7equired of them who would wor- 
thaly partake f the Lord's ſupper, that 
they examine themſelves, of their knowledge 
to diſcern the Lord's body, of their faith to 


feed upon ham, of ther repentance, love, 


and new obedience; teſt coming unworthy, 
they eat and drink judgment to them/elues, 


x Biſhop Bumes the moſt. 3 (and 
L ſhall not be miſunderſtood if I ſay too 
rational an expoſitor of the articles of the 


church of England) plainly countenances 
a ſuperſtitious regard, to the ſacraments. 
He ſays, p..332, that the Lord's ſupper is 
above the nature of an anniverſam, or me- 
mortal feaſt; and we do nat doubt, but that 


Chriſt, who inſtituted the/e ſacraments, does 


frall accompany them with a particular pre- 
fence in them, and a bleſſing upon them ; ſo 


that we, coming lo them with minds wel! 


prepared, do cen tainly receive, in and with 
them, particular largeſſes of the favour and 
bounty of God. A Sacrament, he lays, is 
an inſtitulion of Chriſt, in which ; ſome. ma- 
terial ung is ſancliſied, by the uſe of ſome 


form, 
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form, or words, in and by which, federal 
acts of this religion do paſs on both fides ; on 
0urs, by ſtipulation, profeſſion, or vows; and 
on God's, by has ſecret aſſiſtances. To theſe 
federal acts, he afterwards lays, a convey- 
ance of divine grace is tied, and his whole 
account of the ſacrament is in the ſame 
ſtrain, 


Many Diſſenters have gone deeper into 
this ſuperſtition than the divines of the 
church of England. At leaſt their greater 
backwardneſs to attend the Lord's ſupper, 
ſeems to diſcover more of a ſuperſtitious 
dread of it. The terms of admiſſion are 
allo more ſtrict among them, which ſeems 
to argue the ſame thing. Retaining fewer 
rites and ceremomes, they have made ſo 
much the more of them. For this I may 
appeal to almoſt every thing the Diſſenters 
have written on this ſubje&, even to Mr. 
Henry's treatiſe on the ſacrament (which, 
I believe, is more read than any other, and 
of which I think I have ſeen the eleventh 
edition) and more eſpecially to that chap- 

"The. | ter 
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ter in it, which is intitled Sights to be ſeen 
at the Lord's table, | 


Hence it is, that an account of what is 
called perſons expertence in religion, as an 
evidence of their being in a ſtate of grace, 
and having a title to heaven, is required 
in ſome of our congregations, before they 
can be admitted to communion. Hence 
ſomething of the idea of the validity of the 
adminiſtration of this ordinance by a re- 
' gular miniſter, and the notion of the ne- 
ceſſity of ordination, previous to his per- 
forming this ſervice; which, to our ſhame 
be it ſpoken, remains among moſt of us; 
us if this rite required ſome extraordinary 
powers, which could only be conferred 
in a a ſupernatural manner, by the impo- 
ſition of hands, in the ceremony of ordina- 
tion; and was of a different nature from 
other miniſterial functions, which mini- 
ſters are, without ſcruple, allowed to per- 
ſorm before they are ordained, All this 
is but a mall deviation from maxims evi- 


Ar popiſh. 
Lally, 
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Laſtly, from the ſame ſource it is, that 
we have days ſet apart for ſolemn prepara- 
tion before the receiving of the Lord's ſup- 
per, among all our denominations. It is 
not denied, but that theſe days may be ſpent 
to good purpole; but care ſhould be taken, 
that they be not made a handle for ſuper- 
ſtition: for, I am free to ſay, that theſe 
days of preparation for the Lord's ſupper, 
are nothing more than the remains of po- 
pery. Indeed, it was impoſſible that there 
ſhould have been any ſuch thing in pri- 
mitive times; when the Lord's ſupper was 
received every Lord's day, as a part of their 
common worſhip. From this ſuperſtitious 
regard to the Lord's ſupper, and the air 
of ſolemnity and myſtery which ſtill re- 
mains about it, we often find ſocieties of 
ſenſible and thinking men, poſſeſſed of 
minds free from other vulgar prejudices, to 
be very large; and yet the number of com- 
municants very ſmall; a thing which I 
would willingly contribute to rectify. 


SECTION 
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SECTION.YV. » 
7 he comchiben; and hractical exhortation, 
PET me now, my brethren, to in- 
treat you to ſhow your regard to ge- 
nuine chriſtianity ; and, at the fame tune, 
| your freedom from ſuperſtition, by | Join- 


ing, as often as you conveniently can, in 


u e the Lord's lupper. 


If you be chriſtians, and not aſhamed 
of ns thought ſuch, (as, indeed, your 
ſtated attendance upon chriſtian worſhip 
declares) permit me to call upon you to 
ſtand forth and declare yourſelves chri- 
ſtians, by this ſolemn act, appointed for 
that purpoſe. 


If you be chriſtians, you will pay a ſa- 
cred regard to all the injunctions of your 
lord and maſter. Conſidering what he 
has done for you, particularly in bringing 
life and immortality to light by his goſpel, 
you muſt be ready to comply with more 

rigorous * 
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rigorous commands than this; even tho 
the reaſons of them were far leſs obvious 
than thoſe of this inſtitution have been 
| thown to be. | 


If you be chriſtians, you cannot but re- 

verence and reſpect Jeſus Chriſt, and enter- 
tain in your minds a very high idea of the 
benefits accruing to you, and to all man- 
kind, by his life and death. Take, then, 
this opportunity, of the celebration of this 
ſocial and chearful rite, of recollecting 
thoſe benefits, of cheriſhing in your minds 
a grateful ſenſe of them, and of rejoicing 
in the glorious proſpett of immortal liſe, 
which the goſpel of Chriſt opens to you. 


If you be chriſtians, you neceſſarily ac- 
knowledge yourſelves to lie under peculiar 
obligations to a virtuous life. I call upon 
you to own, and, in fome meaſure, to 
ſtrengthen this obligation, by a more pub- 
lic profeſſion of chriſtianity; and /et it be 
a motive with you to a ſtricter watch over 
your thoughts, words, and actions; that 
in nothing you may act unworthily of the 


golpel 
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goſpel of God, whereof you make pro- 
feſſion. 


The partaking of the Lord's ſupper may 
properly be ranked among the means of 
virtue, being excellently adapted to pro- 
mote the true ſpirit of chriſtianity; as is very 
evident from things of a ſimilar nature. 
1s not the ſpirit of patriotiſm inſpired and 
propagated by the celebration of feſtivals, 
in commemoration of patriotic exploits, 
and great deliverances from arbitrary pow- 
er, as on the fifth of November in this 
country. This is very juſtly repreſented 
in the account which Moſes gives of the 
inſtitution of the paſloveramong the Jews. 
Exodus, xii. 24. And ye ſhall obJerve this 
thing for an ordinance to thee, and to thy 
ſons for ever. And it ſhall come to paſs 
when ye be come to the land which the Lord 
will gtve you, according as he hath promiſed, 
that ye ſhall keeþ this ſervice. And it ſhall 
come to paſs, when your children ſhall ſay 
unto you, What mean you by this ſervice, 

that ye ſhall ſay, It is the ſacrifice of the 
Lord's paſſover, who paſſed over the houſes 
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of the children of 1/rael'in Egypt, when he 
Pole the  Egyptrans, and delivFed our 
houſes. It is caly to be conceived, what, 
an eftett the annual celebration of this 
rite mult have had to tranſmit, to the lateſt 
poſterity, the memory of this interpoſition 
of the Divine Being in favour of the Jews. 
Muſt not then our zeal in the cauſe of 
chriſtianity, for the- ſame reaſon, be in- 
creaſed by the celebration of this, feſtal 
rite ? And have we not all of us oecaſion 
for; every means of virtue, which che Di- 
vine Being has wiſely and kindly provided 
for us, in ortler to counteract the magic 
influences of this world. To refrain from 
this inſtitution, therefore, when there are 
no ſuperſtitious notions to deter you from 
it, muſt, argue either a diſbelief of chri- 
ante 3 A 525 indifference about it; ; 
a contempt; lor the means appointed by 
Chriſt himſelf (who is head overall things 
to his church) to promote the ſpirit of it, 
or a confidence that you have not ihe fame, 
occaſion. for all thoſe means of VIRUEs" 
A are erben for others. 4 04 
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Do you affect to deſpiſe this rite, be- 
cauſe ſenſible things are made uſe of in it 
to anſwer moral and ſpiritual purpoſes? 
But does not the Divine Being, 1 in this very 
circumftance, conſider our frame, and that 
he has made us to be ſtrongly affected with 
ſenſible things? The eating of a lamb in 
the Jewiſh paffover, and other cuſtoms 
among the Jews, were certainly admirable 
in this view; and have not we a variety 
of ſimilar euſtoms in uſe among ourſelves, 
the force of which you muſt be ſenſible 
you yourſelves feel, if you will reflect a 
kttle,” and endeavour. to recollect your 
own ſenſations? And there is no one 
action whatever; of which ſo much uſt 
has been made, by all nations, and int alt 
ages, for the purpoſe" of era, 
joyful events, as this of cating and drink 
ing. Annual entertainments' for this end 
are without number. Why then do you 
neglect this rite, when it is; probably, the 
very thing which you yourſelves would 
have thought of, if you had been defired 
to point out a therk68-6f! remembering 


Gur — from * greateſt evils to 
which 


—— . (0 
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which human nature is expoſed. It is in- 
conſiſtent to abſtain from the Lord's ſup- 
per, both becauſe it is made too ſolemn 
and too aweful a thing by ſome, and alſo 


becauſe it is, in its own nature, an agree- 


able and chearful inſtitution. Can you 
find no medium between the riot and 
drunkenneſs, wit h which the Corinthians 
formerly celebrated this feaſt, and the 
gloom and horror which the doctrine of 
W r han throwth apa it 70 
God. forbid that Would e 
this ordinance to you, as inſtrumental in 
procuring the pardon of ſin, or as a ne- 
ceſſary means of ſal vation. On the con- 
trary, if any opinion would authoriſe bur 
excluding a perſon from the Lord's ſup- 


per, it would be: this, which leads to ſo 


groſs and dangerony/ an abuſe of it. I 
would only reeominend the cuſtom as ap- 
pointed by Chriſt to all his followers) and 
clearly underſtood to be ſo by the apo- 
ſtles, who! promoted it in the earlieſt times 
of chriſtianity. It is a cuſtom which, I 
think, we cannot object to, unleſs we ſes 
538710 51155 G 5 ; | ſome 
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{ome good reaſon to think that the apo» 
itles themſelves might miſapprehend our 
Lord's meaning, and have fallen into a 
miſtake in this caſe; and I do not Foe e 
5 can * rr . a e % uod 
a 9:5 b. 10 
5 3 Jrowever, n 
n ene man, or body of men, who 
from a printiple of conſcience refrain from 
celebrating this inſtitution, as the Quakers, 
or others ho may think this to be no in- 
ſtitution of Chriſt. With that perſuaſion, 
they certainly ought hot o communicate; 
and it would) be the height of uncharita⸗ 
bleneſs, to thnkothat they could not be 
virzuous mon, . and exen good chriſtians 
witholitcats:;s on noiatgo n py 
Al bio I. ti cont noh guib ol. 
| 6! kdo:botlgreathe cande mu yowwho, ts 
believeithe Lord ſupper tu bb aminflitus 
kad to. reuetui iti or m αοm the 
omiſſiom for! ſomed umd aſier buing con- 
vingech iat it is ot duty ctnj receive it, 
in ,conſequente;of your being ſatisfied- 
thatotbete! in noch ing in hat vuglit to 
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diſcourage you. I can eaſily make allow- 
ance for the influence of early prejudices 
upon the human mind; and am ſenſible 
how far the rectiſication of a man's judg- 
ment muſt precede the reformation of his 
conduct, in ſuch a caſe as this. Habits, 
tounded on prejudices. of long ſtanding, 
do not eaſily, or ſoon give way to my 
mental conviction. on 


But permit me, in great ſeriouſneſs, to 
admoniſh you, that a long neglect to join 
in the celebration of the Lord's ſupper, 
alter being fully convinced that it is the 
command of Chriſt, and therefore of 3 in- 
diſpenſible obligation upon all chriſtians, 
cannot but be conſidered as a criminal 
neglect of a known duty, and a diſregard 
of one of the precepts of chriſtianity. In 
this caſe it is evident that, in one ſenſe, at 
leaſt, you refuſe to con Chr: i/t befor e men. 


I by no means think harſhly of thoſe 
perſons whoſe ſentiments. may, after all, 
be totally different from mine in this re- 
ſpect; and who may pay, what I cannot 


G 3 help 
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help calling, an undue and ſuperſtitious 
regard to this ordinance. It cannot be 
ſuppoſed, that all the errours and abuſes of 
popery, which were accumulating, and 
gathering ſtrength, during a courſe of fif- 
teen hundred years, ſnould be rectified in 
the ſpace of two or three centuries. The 
expectation would be unreaſonable, and 
what nothing that we know of human na- 
ture, and of the hiſtory of mankind, would 
warrant. Some kinds of errours are ſo 
intimately connected with truth, and ſome 
kinds of ſuperſtition with real virtue, that 
no ſeparation can be attempted, without 
equal danger to both. It is better, there- 
fore, in this caſe, according to' our Sa- 
viour's excellent advice, to let a few tares 
grow up with the wheat (if they be of 
ſuch a nature as to ſuffer the wheat to 
grow along with them) than endanger the 
rootingup of the wheat and them together. 


\ I hope, my brethren, that this is not 
your caſe, and that many of you, at leaſt, 
are ſo faradvanced in a juſt freedom of 


thinking m matters of religion, that you 
may 
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may drop a ſuperſtitious regard to- the 
Lord's ſupper, without loſing your reve- 
rence for real vital religion. But while we, 
in the firſt place, take care to preſerve in- 
violate the ſtricteſt regard to vital and 
practical religion (which is the only thing 
that 1s fundamental in it) let us not wholly 
neglect taking ſome pains to free ourſelves 
from more and more antichriſtian errours, 
ull we leave no mark of the beaſt remain- 
ing upon us. For I am afraid that even 
we, who think ourſelves the fartheſt ad- 
vanced in our reformation from popery, 
have ſtill a great deal of that immenſe and 
complicated ſyſtem of faith, of practice, of 
habits, and of prejudices adhering to us; 
and while ſo much zeal is ſhown againſt 
the outward profeſhon of popery by others, 
let us not be wholly inattentive to the re- 
mains of it ſecretly lurking wenn our- 


ſelv es. 


An undue regard to this inſtitution, is 
the greateſt ſtrong- hold of ſuperſtition now 
remaining among Diſſenters. The mem 
bers of the eſtabliſhed church, fettered as 

G 4 they 
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they are with preſeribed forms of worſhip. 
eccleſiaſtical canons, confeſſions, and ar- 
ticles of faith, together with the reſt of a 
whole ſyſtem of hierarchy, are to be piticd, 

and not much to be blamed, tor their 
making ſo little progreſs in the great work 
of a farther reformation from popery ; but 
as for us Diſſenters, we have no excule, if, 
unincumbered as we are with ſuch a load 
of ſuperſtitious obſervances, and having no 
bias upon our judgments or conſciences, 
we do not take advantage of our happy 
ſituation, to reſcue our minds more and 
more from a ſubjection to {laviſh preju- 
dices. Enjoying the fingular privilege of 
letting our judgment direct our practice, 
let our ſentiments be free, and our con- 
duct, in all reſpects, rational and manly. 


Very ſorry ſhould I be if, by this eaſy 
repreſentation of the inſtitution of the 
Lord's ſupper, I ſhould, all the while, 
prove to be defeating my own purpoſe; 
which is to perſuade you to the obſervance 
of it: yet, I own, that a very little know- 
"_ of human nature, Gs * give 


me 
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me ſome reaſon to apprehend ſuch a con- 
ſequence. Things that are difficult of ac- 
cels often raiſe a deſire ſuperior to the dil- 
ficulty. Woe naturally imagine, that what 
is not ealy to be obtained 1s worth obtain- 
ing; and, having once got that idea, the 
difficulty vaniſhes. Nay, the idea of 
difficulty only ſerves to enhance the ima- 
ginary value of the object, and make us 
the more eager and determined in our 
purſuit; While things that are eaſy of ac- 
ceſs, are neglected becaule they are ſo. 
What is cheaply purchaled, we think is 
not worth the purchaſe ; and therefore, we 
do not think it worth our while to give 
ourſelves any trouble about it. 


Things that are myſterious and incom- 
prehenſible, have the ſame natural advan- 
tage. over the mind of man, and eſpecially 
vulgar and uninſtructed minds; which are 
peculiarly apt to be dazzled with what ap- 
pears great, aweful, and above their com- 
prehenſion. The more myſterious and 
wonderful a thing appears to be, the more 
cloſely doth it engage our attention, It. 
WON any 
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any thing like an idea can be formed of 
it, we are delighted, as being maſters of a 
ſecret not eaſily acceſſible to others; and, 
on that account, grow the more ſtrongly 
attached to it; while things that are eaſy 
and intelligible, are ſhghted; as common, 
and not worth the trouble of a thought. 
The final cauſe of this part of our conſti- 
tution 1s obvious: for hereby we are made 
to attend more cloſely to things that are 
difficult of comprehenſion; and fo, by 
degrees, we acquire a juſt knowledge of 
them; whereas, if it had been the nature 
of man to fly from things myſterious and 
unintelligible, we ſhould always have re- 
mained in ignorance. But then you ſee, 
from this very circumſtance, that the pro- 
per deſign of this natural propenſity to 
things myſterious and difficult, was to pro- 
mote a rational inveſtigation of their na- 
ture and properties, and not that we 
ſhould acquieſee in them, and remain en- 
raptured with them, while they were my- 
ſerious. All that is of real value to us 
is the truth; and the plainer and more in- 


telligible it is made, the better and more 
uſeful 
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uſeful it is. Do not then, my brethren, 
deſpiſe chriſtianity becauſe it is made a 
rational and intelligible religion. Do not 
deſpiſe the few poſitive inſtitutions of it, 
becauſe their nature and uſes are eaſy to 
be underſtood. Do not throw off the yoke 
of Chriſt becauſe it is eaſy, and refuſe his 
burthens becauſe they are light. 


To conclude. Let us bleſs God, that 
while ſpeculative truth is a thing that is 
often difficult to be attained ; all the great 
practical truths of religion are fo plain, 
that he that runs may read them. Amidſt 
all the diverſity of opinions, which has 
prevailed in the chriſtian world, all ſects 
and parties agree in the great duties of 
human life. They equally know what it 
1s that the Lord our God requires of us, 
in order to live and die in his favour, ſo 
as to ſecure a happy immortality. And, 
notwithſtanding ſome ſects do, in words, 
ſubvert the foundations of all virtue, they 
have always ſome /alvo, whereby they 
preſerve a regard to it, and, in reality, 
enforce it. Such- a foundation has the 


God 
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God of nature laid for the pract ice of vir- 
tue in our hearts, that it is hardly in the 
power of any errour in our heads to eraſe 
it. 


- You have now, my brethren, ſeen what, 
according to my belt judgment, is the true 
ſtate of this caſe. You have ſeen the 
plain and imple account which the Evan- 
geliſts, and St. Paul, give us of the in- 
ſtitution of the Lord's ſupper. To this 
let us adhere. You have allo ſeen what 
have been the additions, and inventions 
of men, with reſpect to it. Theſe, let us 
nobly dare to reject ; and, henceforth, 
and faſt in the liberty with which Chriſt 
hath made us free. 


A LE. 
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4 LETTER to the Author of the 
Proteſtant Duſſenter's Anſwer to the Free 
Addreſs on the n "_ the Lord's 
n adus us . 


; a” Sir, | 


[ THIN K myſelf obfiged to you 2 che 
pains vou have taken to write and 


publiſh) your nine letters in anſwer to my. 
Addreſs to "Proteſtant Diſſenters on... 11 
1 ibjeft of the Lord's Supper, "of which, 

a polite card ent along with them, 750 
beg my candid acceptance as 4 token of 
real reſbeck. 1 thank you becaule | you 
have led me, as you will fee, to correct 
 fome miſtakes and to Amend fore exp ref. 
ſions which had inadvertently RT] 
me, and more eſpecially to make ſuch 
additions to what I Hack written LL appear 
to meto be favourable 0 my original and 
profeſſed deſign in Writing. 178 mult, 

however, "exit me 1 1 lay, that 1 


n Licſhmg of the 8 the 3005 of this treatile 
ty laid 10 be @ min Aer in London. 
think 
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think your manner of writing 1s by no 
means uniformly did, or ref . 


A fair and liberal critic wi confiderithe 
real meaning of an author ; and while he 
animadverts upon that, with the degree 
of ſeverity which he thinks the nature of 
the ſubject requires, he will. oyerlook 
every Ning elſe, and attribute flight incon- 
ſiſtencies to inadvertence; unleſs he think 
them to be ſuch contradittions, as thoſe 
perſons only are apt to run into, who have 
not truth, for their object. In general 
you ſeem not to queſtion my ſincerity in 
what I write; but in one place, p. 104, 
you inſinuate, that my expreſſions, are de- 

fignedly calculated to convey Joins and 1 in- 


Jurious ideas. e P 


ur DIE 

"* me, Sir, y you appear rs your 
whole performante to have erred greatly 
on the head of fairneſs. Indeed there i 1 
hardly any thing that you pretend is want- 
ing in my treatiſe, but what you yourſelf 
actually find in it, though not in the 

| 8 Very 
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very place where you expected it, or not 
expreſſed in fuch a manner as you could 
have wiſhed; but I ſhall not trouble you, 
or che public, with a minute reply; eſpe- 
cially fince you confeſs a dread of my 
abilities to diſcover faults in your writing, | 
and to _ many — oft it into ee 
p. phe | | 
0 The only view U ved in writing. to mids 
is to obſerve, that you and I do not really 
differ in our ſentiments on this ſubject, ſo 
much as the world may imagine, from 
reading what each of us has written. In 
a whole chapter concerning the advan- 
tages that ariſe from celebrating the Lord's 
ſupper, there are but few that you your- 
felf have not found in my treatiſe; and 
the reſt I have no objection to. As far. 
as they are peculiar to the Lord's ſupper, 
J chink they are ſufficiently implied in 
what I have written; however 7. never 
meant to-exchide mY Wor 


When you . p. 104, bat you do not 
NN that God is in any other ſenſe pre- 
| ent 
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fent in the ſacrament, than hie is with good 
men in general, in altending his inſlilu- 
tions; and that you do not pretend 40 U 
more immediate intercourſe with him aon 
that occaſion, than in other exerciſes. of 
devotion, you lay all that I ever meant to 
contend for; but I do not agree with you 
in thinking that the perſons I cenſure do 
not imagine, or pretend to more than 
this. The writers of the Aſſembly's Ca- 
techiſm certainly meant more, when they: 
aſſerted that, by giving and recerung. bread, 
and wine, the worthy recetvens are by 
Faith, made partalens q, the body and tood 
of Chru/t, | with all its benefats, to ther ſbi- 
ritual nouriſiment ,and-growth in graces 
and. that by theſe ſenfible ſigns Chriſt, and 
the benefits of the new fouenunt are repre» 
Enel, ſeated, and applied to believers, i 
DDr 

Bilhop Burnet; Aid, certainly meant 
more than you do, when he {aid with re- 
ſpect to the ſacraments; that Chry/idoes /tall 
accompany them with a particular preſence 
in them and, a bleſſing upon them ;+ ſo that 
we, compng to them with minds ducly te- 
pared, 
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pared, do certainly receive, in and with 
them, particular largeſſes of the favour and 
bounty of God. 


If ſomething more was not imagined to 
be done on God's part, as well as on ours, 
in receiving the Lord's ſupper, than in 
other religious exerciſes, how came it to 
be conſidered as ſo much more hazardous 
to communicate than to pray; when in 
prayer we frequently make as ſolemn pro- 
feſſions of obedience to Chriſt as we poſ- 
ſibly can make, conſequently make our- 
ſelves as culpable if we do not live up to 
them; and when we expect the divine 
preſence and bleſſing in proportion to our 
ſincerity and real devotion. All the dif- 
ference is, that, in one caſe we make the 
profeſſion by an outward fign, and mn the 
other by expre/s words, bearing the 1 2 6 
ſame oonſtruttion. 


Vou yourſelf, in more than one place, 
make the guilt of communicating unwor- 
thily to conſiſt in Proſeſing a falſehood and 
declaring what is not true, p. 44, 46. 

| H then 
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then the guilt, and conſequently the dan- 
ger of communicating unworthily conſiſt 
in declaring what is not true, it does not 
conſiſt in the mere manner in which the 
declaration is made; for words and actions 
may exprels the very ſame thing; ſo that 
you perfectly agree with me in taking 
away all real diſtinction (that is, with re- 
ſpect to guilt and danger) between this or- 
dinance of the Lord's ſupper, and any 
other, in which the ſame or ſimilar decla- 
rations are made, particularly prayer. 


Few general prayers, I believe, are 
made without confeſlion of fin, and pro- 
feſſion of repentance and reformation of 
heart and life. If, therefore, men be not 
ſincere in theſedeclarations, they ought not 
to make them; and it ſhould be conſider- 
ed as a thing equally dangerous to make 
them in the form of ſolemn prayer, or in 
the form of receiving the Lord's ſupper; 
and if we could prevent it, the man who 
cannot make the declaration to live as be- 
comes a chriſtian, ought no more to be 
permitted to join in public prayer, in which 

en TY Ke 
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the miniſter makes that declaration in the 
name of all the people, than to join in che 
celebration of the Lord's ſupper. 


I agree with you that there is great dan- 
ger in both, for it is trifling with, and in- 
ſulting the greateſt and beſt of beings (but 
one who will forgive this, and every other 
offence not perſiſted in) but I cannot agree 
with you, p. 12g, in thinking that there is 
more hazard in one than in the other. I 
do not ſee that, upon your own principles, 
there can be the leaſt difference in theſe 
caſes; and yet I appeal to any perſon who. 
1s acquainted with the opinions and pre- 
judices of the Diſſenters, whether it is not 
generally imagined by them, that there is 
a very great difference in theſe caſes. 


Is it not notorious that many perſons 
not only join in public prayer,. but even 
pray themſelves, with great ſolemnity and 
fervour, both in public and private, and 
yet dare not receive the Lord's ſupper, 
though they earneſtly wiſh to do it? 
Whence came the idea and cuſtom of hat 
H 2 Is 
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is called fencing the table in Scotland, any 
more than fencing the public prayers of 
the church? | 


No perſon, I imagine, ever meant, that 
the divine being was actually more preſent 
in one place than in another, or with any 
perſon at one time more than another; but 
by the divine preſence we mean his ope- 
rations and influence. And in this ſenſe, 
certainly, many perſons do imagine that 
God is more preſent with good men in the 
celebration of the Lord's "I than on 
any other occaſion. | 


I do not think that you and I differ 
much with reſpect to the guilt and hazard 
of communicating unworthily, which 1t 
has been my principal object to ſet in a 
clear light; and as to what I fancy will 
prove to be the only thing in which we 
differ materially, you agree with me, p. 16, 
that it cannot be expected I ſhould con- 
ſider any doctrine as taught in the Lord's 
ſupper, which I do not believe to be a 


doctrine of ſcripture. Now I own that 
I am 
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Jam far from thinking, with you, that it 
is a doctrine of the ſcriptures, that the 
bleſſings which God beſtows upon us are 
purchaſed of him by has ſon's death, p. 35. 
On the contrary, I believe that they are all 
freely given to us of God, and that God is 
ſo far from being the recezver on this oc- 
caſion, that the ſcriptures repreſent him 
as the giver. Rom. viii. 92. He that 
[pared not has own fon, but delivered him 
up for us all, how ſhall he not with hum alſo 
freely give us all things. 


But I fancy you will agree with me, 
that it would not be worth our while to 
take occaſion, from this ſubject of the 
Lord's ſupper, to enter into a particular 
diſcuſſion of the doctrine of atonement, 
though I earneſtly wiſh that pious and 
learned men would conſider that ſubject 
impartially and fully. Ourſentiments on 
this ſubjett are allowed, on all hands, to be 
the foundation of very different hypotheſes 
concerning the whole ſcheme of chriſti- 
anity, and it has not been fo thoroughly 
canvaſſed as I could with. Permit me, Sir, 

H 3 to 
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to recommend to your attention what has 
been written in the Theological Repoſetory 
on that ſubje&t by a perſon who ſigns 
 CLemens, and examine it, not with a view 
to find little inaceuracies and inconſiſten- 
cies in the compoſition, but to conſider 
the ſpirit and force of his arguments. 


If you be a young man, I ſhall not ſo 
much deſpair of a change in your ſenti- 
ments as you do with reſpect to me, and 
though I am not an old man, it is poſſible 
that, at your age, I thought as you now do 
on this ſubject. I did ſo after I was a 
preacher. How this will affect your con- 
jectures with reſpect to the motives of the 
change in my ſentiments, I leave you to 
judge as you pleaſe. I think ſuch allu- 
ſions to my education and private hiſtory, 
as both you and Mr. Venn have recourſe 
to, are too perſonal, and very improperly 

thrown out before the public. 


. Tſhall only ſay with reſpe& to your con- 
jectures (concerning which you bid me a/k 
my/elf, p. 97.) that every man, believing 

that 
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that he has formed his own ſentiments im- 
partially, and upon juſt views of things, 
muſt have ſome different hypotheſis to ac- 
count for the falſe judgments of others. 
In my caſe, you think that p:4ue and re- 
ſentment had the chief influence. But let 
us judge nothing before the time, for vue 
muſt all ſtand before the judgment ſeat of 
Chriſt, when the ſecrets of all hearts ſhall be 
revealed. I hope that I ſhall endeavour ſo 
to judge, and ſo to act, as not to be aſhamed 
before ham at his coming. 


That there is much real difference of opi- 
nion among chriſtian miniſters is evident; 
and I have no doubt, but that this, as well 
as all other ſeeming evils, will appear to 
have anſwered a good purpole; in many 
eaſes, I am convinced, that there 1s much 
leſs difference than is imagined, from the 
different phraſeology we adopt. Many 
diſſenting miniſters, availing themſelves of 
mere verbal diſtinctions, eſpecially with 
reſpett to the doctrine of the 7rinzty, not 
only ſecure the reputation, and other ad- 
vantages, of orthadoxy ; but ſtudiouſſy 
H 4 throw 
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throwan odium upon others, as keterodox, 


Vhoſe ſentiments they know to be, in rea- 


lity, not at all different from their oẽ n. 


There are circumſtances, in which it 
will, doubtleſs, be prudent and right for 
"a man to conceal his ſentiments, if he 
can do it without diſhmulation; but I have 
always choſen to lean rather to the other 
extreme; and had all, who think as I do 
in matters of religion, acted with ſcrupu- 
lous integrity and honeſty, I am convinced, 
it would have been much better for the 
intereſt of truth and of virtue too; though 
I am far from thinking that thoſe who have 
ated on different maxims have not had 
the beſt intentions. | 


I do not think, as you inſinuate with re- 
ſpect to me, that you have defignedly miſ- 
repreſented the ſentiments of the Diflenters, 
concerning the Lord's ſupper ; but I ſup- 
poſe that you, thinking pretty rationally on 
this ſubject yourſelf, imagine that others. 
do ſo too, and alſo, that the phraſeology 
you have been accuſtomed to is expreſhve 

101%, | Wo 2 | of 
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of ſuch rational ſentiments... Whereas I 
think that the phraſeology in uſe. among 
us, with reſpect to this ſubject, is not con- 
ſiſtent with rational or ſcriptural principles, 
but took its riſe from notions that are irra- 
tional, unſcriptural, and ſuperſtitious ; no- 
tions which you and I equally diſclaim, 
but which we take very different methods 
to exterminate. You deny the exiſtence 
of the ſuperſtition, and would accommo- 
date the phraſeology to reaſon. I would 
combat the ſuperſtitious principle itſelf, 
and diſcontinue the phraſeology that is 
grounded upon it. I would even diſuſe a 
/criptural phraſe, if Thad no hope of ma- 
king it generally underſtood, in a ſenſe 
agreeable to reaſon, and the true meaning 
of the ſacred. writers. 


As you ſeem deſirous of entering into a 
fair diſcuſſion of the merits of the queſtion, 
concerning the nature and uſe of the Lord's 
ſupper, and to undertake what Mr. Venn 
entered upon, under great diſadvantage, 
and, what he would purſue under much 
greater; you can have no objettion to my 

requeſting 
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requeſting your attention to what I have 
advanced in the Additions, and alſo to the 
following queries, calculated, as I think, 
to bring the diſpute to a farr 2//ue ; and I 
beg you would not think yourſelf obliged 
to accommodate what you may write for 
he future to any thing you have already 
written. Of this I have ſet you an ex- 


—_— myſelt. 


1. When we are commanded to eat 
bread and drink wine in remembrance of 
Chriſt, is it not the ſame thing as if we 
were enjoined to take that opportunity of 
recollecting what Chriſt has done and ſut- 
fered for us, that is, what we belteve that 
he has done and ſuffered for us? 


2. Is not a command of this nature a 
call upon every perſon who is convinced 
that Chriſt de/erves to be thus remembered 
and obeyed, to remember him in this 
manner ? 5 


3. Are not all perſons ane in this 
deſeription, who, if they were interrogated, 
would ſay they were chriſtians ? 
| | 4. Is 
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4. Is not every thing that can be ad- 
vanced, concerning the proper qualifica- 
tions of communicants, to be deduced by 
way of inſerence, from the conſideration 
of what is implied in the declaration of a 
man's being a chriſtian? 


5. Is it poſſible that this declaration 
ſhould contain more than a preſent reſo- 
lution to live as becomes a chriſtian ? 


6. Doth not all the gut, and conſe- 
quently all the danger, of communicating 
unworthily, ariſe from this declaration 
not being ſincere ? i. e. from a perſon not 
really intending to live as becomes a chri- 
ſtian at the time that he makes it ? 


7. Is it not cuſtomary to make decla- 
rations ſimilar to this in prayer? 


8. If the declarations be made with the 
ſame ſeriouſneſs, are not the guilt and dan- 
ger of inſincerity the ſame in both caſes ? 


9. If there be any difference, is not the 
guilt of acting in an unchriſtian manner, 
alter 
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aſter a ſolemn verbal declaration of the 
contrary, more aggravated than after an 
attion that is only conſtrued to imply that 
declaration? ſince a perſon may ſay, that 
he could eat and drink in remembrance of 
Chriſt, and recollect, with gratitude and 
pleaſure, what he had done for mankind, 
without making any promiſe, at that par- 
ticular time, of living as becomes a chri- 
{tan ? It is no where expreſsly ſaid in the 
ſcriptures, that we do make ſuch a promiſe 
at that particular time ; and the only men- 
tion that is made of communicating un- 
worthaly is in a caſe where the guilt is not 
ſaid to have conſiſted in the inſincerity of 
— declaration, but in the improper and 
indecent manner in which the rite was 


performed. 


10. Admitting that the above men- 
tioned promiſe is always implied, ought 
we to make any difference with reſpect to 
the qualifications of the perſons who may 
be permitted or encouraged to join in 
prayer, and in the celebration of the 
Lord's ſupper ? The primitive chriſtians 
made no difference in theſe caſes. 

11. Since 
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11. Since we pray, or are exhorted to 
pray, much more frequently than we com- 
municate, ſhould not the warnings againſt 
the guilt of inſincerity in the former caſe 
be more frequent and more earneſt than 
in the latter? 


12. If the preceding queſtions be an- 
ſwered in the affirmative, is it not evident 
that thoſe perſons, who join in prayer, in 
which they profeſs obedience to the goſpel, 
and yet dare not receive the Lord's ſup- 
per, are influenced by 3 that are 
juſtly called pn vi PP +90 


13. Is not atthe cuſtom of ſolemn prepara- 
tion, previous to receiving the Lord's ſup- 
per, a proof that it has been placed in too 
high a rank of importance, with reſpett to 
prayer, and other religious exerciſes ? . * 


14. Is not the opinion of the unfitneſs 
of a perſon, who has preached and prayed 
in public many years (but who has not 
been ordained) to adminiſter either bap- 
tiſm or the Lord's ſupper, a proof of the 


exiſtence 
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exiſtence of ſome ſuperſtitious notion con- 
cerning the ſacraments ? 


15. Is not the unwillingnels of many 
Diſſenters to receive the bread and wine 
except from the hands of the miniſter 
himſelf, and ſometimes of therr own mini- 
fer, a confirmation of the ſame 2 of 
ſuperſtition ? | | 


| nk; Is not the cuſtom of requiring an 
account of a perſon's experience in religion, 
before he be admitted to communicate, 
when the ſame perſon is admitted to pray 
in public, a proof of the ſame ſuperſtition? 


17. Is it not forthe intereſt of truth, of | 
chriſtianity, and of virtue, that theſe ſu- 
perſtitious notions be traced to their 
ſource, and exploded ? | 


F or my own part I am fully perſuaded, 
that all this ſuperſtition had the ſame ſource 
with almoſt every other corruption of 
chriſtian doctrine and diſcipline, having 
been introduced by converts from other 

religions; ; 
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religions; and that though a great part of 


this, as well as of other abuſes, is now rec - 
tified, a great deal yet remains to be done; 
and I doubt not but, by one inſtrument or 
other, Chriſt will at length thoroughly 
. purge has floor of them all, and that all the 
chaff, hay and ſtubble, that have been built 
upon the ſoundation of the apoſtles and 
prophets, will be utterly conſumed. 


You, Sir, think that my treatiſe on the 
Lord's ſupper has a very dangerous ten- 
dency in a practical mew, pref. p. 7. and, 
thinking in that manner, you do well to 
- caution your readers againſt it. On the 
contrary, I think that the tendency of my 
treatiſe is to reſtore to its primitive purity | 
and uſe, an inſtitution calculated to unite _ 
chriſtians together under Chriſt their com- 
mon head; and I meant to aſſiſt in throw- 
ing down that ſuperſtitious barrier, which, 
in a great meaſure, forbids its being ap- 
proached, or made ule of at all. 


As my views, I am conſcious, are up- 
right, and I believe ju, I hope I ſhall 
not. 
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not have written without ſome ſucceſs ; 
and I ſhall think ſucceſs in any attempts 
to reſtore the genuine purity of chriſtian 
faith or practice to be a much nobler ob- 
je& than any other ſubject of literary 
purſuit. 


* 


J am, Reverend Sir, 
Your very humble Servant, 


JOSEPH PRIESTLEY. | 


Letvs, May 16, 1770. 
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